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this research aims to identify hoW the 
music business and market Works in brazil, 
specifically in the case of World music. this 
is in order to understand and learn about 
the existence of music festivals, venues and 
cultural centres that might be suitable 
for international artists, as Well as public 
openness and interest, and the space and 
attention given by the media to these forms of 
music from abroad.

programmers, producers, journalists and consultants 
from diverse regions of the country were interviewed, 
which helped us to understand and define the market 
opportunities and expressions, and also cultural 
differences from south to the north of brazil.

from this point of view, the main focus of the research 
was to observe and outline the opportunities and 
potential market openings that the country has for 
scottish artists.

in order to gain the most accurate picture, we interviewed 
experienced industry professionals actively working in 
different regions of brazil who could provide insights to 
each part of the country. When taking the continental 
dimensions of brazil into consideration, it is possible to 
understand how culture receives very different influences 
as a result of the various migrations that have occurred 
over the centuries and, consequently, the people’s 
cultural backgrounds.

 

moreover, brazil has very particular characteristics 
regarding the music industry, the import and export of 
culture, and the ways the media work in the country. it 
may seem obvious, since each country has its differences, 
but brazil has bureaucracies and processes that make it 
not only a unique, but especially complex country to deal 
with.

1.1. WorLD MuSiC ConCEpt

the complexity starts with the very concept of “World 
music” (música do mundo - in portuguese). there is no 
clear definition, even among music professionals, about 
what is actually considered world music in brazil. for 
some, it represents everything that is not sung in english, 
or which comes from the united states or the uk, or is 
not rock, pop or jazz; but overall, it is felt that the term 
does not help to understand what kind of music is being 
talked about, and some find that it can carry even a 
prejudiced perspective.

When the term is understood or when we establish that 
this type of music has a well-defined identity, whether 
it is purely traditional, or more hybrid with extra urban 
and/or contemporary elements, the interest from music 
professionals who answered this research is always 
considerable.

one respondent commented that in brazil, World music 
started appearing in the ‘90s, and peaked in the late 90s, 
early 2000s. it had a significant impact initially, perhaps 
because it was something fresh and appropriate for the 
new context in which brazil felt more globalized. but this 
period was additionally marked by the discovery of brazil 
by brazilians themselves. it was also at this time that 
we began to know and understand our world music: the 
maracatu, ciranda, coco, and other manifestations that 
were hitherto quite dormant throughout brazil.

 

since the concept itself is not clear even among 
professionals, for the general public it is even more 
complex. this can be one of the reasons why producers 
reported that there are no festivals explicitly focused on 
World music in brazil; because it is not easily assimilated 
by the public. they consider World music festivals in the 
country to be rare, and those that do exist generally bring 
other genres alongside.
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1.1. WorLD MuSiC ConCEpt ContinuED...
although brazil does not have festivals specifically for 
this purpose, the interviewees’ suggest that brazil is 
open to new musical expressions, more today than ever 
before. With access to so many different artists and 
cultures, the brazilian people are changing their ways of 
consuming music. access to youtube, music blogs, illegal 
downloading, etc. have created a new generation of music 
listeners who are increasingly open to a broad selection 
of music. 

additionally it is important to note the recent inclusion of 
brazil on the map for both large and smaller groups of 
international shows. in the past fifteen to twenty years, 
increased numbers of visitors and airline companies 
coming to brazil have helped to put brazil on the map for 
international shows. but, as this is relatively recent, there 
is a genuine curiosity and interest in music and culture of 
other nations or peoples, according to producers.

1.2. BraziL By rEGionS
the twenty-six states and the federal district are 
grouped into five regions: northern, northeast, central-
West, southeast and southern. the regions are merely 
geographical, not political or administrative divisions, 
and they do not have any specific form of government. 
although defined by law, brazilian regions are useful 
mainly for statistical purposes, and also to define the 
distribution of federal funds in development projects. 
although the regions belong to only one country, it is 
important to know and understand further the differences 
in brazilian culture overall, which includes diverse other 
cultures depending on the region.  

from the south to the north of the country, some 
producers say that the differences regarding the 
receptivity of audience to new developments become 
clear. this is reflected mainly in the style of the artist and 
whether the music is to be enjoyed with the audience 
sitting and listening, or if it is more danceable.

in the north and northeast, regions with the highest 
temperatures, there is a strong presence of traditional 
local music. rhythms such as axé bahia invading other 
north-eastern states or the strong tradition of carnival in 
these states and even the “techno-tacky music” from the 
northern region, are the prevelant music styles. these 
styles are also linked to more festivals. 

however, there is no consensus among the interviewees. 
some claim that the states which generally have more 
danceable music can spring surprises, as they are also 
interested in other types of music, due to the more recent 
access to them - something quite new.

the south and southeast, being areas of greater 
european immigration, feature music more influenced 
by western world, moving from classical to folk, blues 
and jazz. these styles are stronger than in the north 
and northeast of brazil, where immigration was 
predominantly african, therefore the presence of a drums 
and uptempo music is more widespread. for this reason, 
the south and southeast tend to be more receptive to 
european music, while in the north and northeast the 
strong rhythms and dancing gain more attention. 
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1.2. BraziL By rEGionS ContinuED...
in the middle of the country is the central-West, a region 
that received diverse immigration from europe, south 
america and even brazil. its culture stems from the 
brazilian interior, folk and country music, and the great 
“moda de viola” (a ballad played with ten-string guitar 
from brazil).

despite the differences, even the south-eastern 
producers claim to have noticed that seated concerts 
are increasingly rare, therefore opportunities for 
artists who play more rhythmic music might be greater 
than for those in which the audience requires higher 
concentration and silent attention.

on the other hand, some producers note that although 
some festivals are following this route, there are still 
many cultural centres or more contemplative music 
programs that have sold out venues in brazil.

1.3. auDiEnCE 
although numerous cultural differences exist throughout 
the country, some points are quite similar. all producers 
interviewed agreed that there is a public, to varying 
degrees, for any type of cultural expression, if well 
publicized in the media. they believe there are also 
opportunities at festivals and music circuits in brazil. 
on the other hand, brazil is a very closed bureaucratic 
country, with low incentives for musical productions. 
this can hinder the import of artists, who must have 
good connections and local producers that understand 
the festival editais (initial written declaration/open call) 
in order to facilitate access to the music market, and in 
many cases, it is advisable to have some form of private 
funding or sponsorship.

1.4. FunDinG anD SponSorShip
a lack of funding culture, especially for festivals and 
concerts, is common throughout the country. generally, 
production and producers go after corporate, institution 

and government sponsorship for an event to happen. 
still, it is not always possible to bear all artist expenses, 
which can include flights, hotels, meals and fees. 
furthermore, when the groups have many members 
(five or more), the difficulty increases, and at times it is 
impossible to bring the whole band. 

 

having good connections in the market is one of the 
factors that can help foreign artists to penetrate 
brazil more easily. another way is to create artistic 
partnerships, musical collaborations, participation in 
concerts with brazilian musicians, so being introduced 
by them to the public.

in addition to understanding the editais and how the 
brazilian market works to facilitate artists’ entry, 
industry professionals still believe that partnerships 
with the consulate for the creation of a “british 
council presents…”, for example, or themed festivals 
sponsored by scottish companies in brazil, such as the 
bmW festival, can provide an interesting alternative to 
introduce scottish artists to the market

1.5. MEDia
brazilian media is a ‘separate chapter’, because it is 
controlled by a small number of powerful companies, 
catering to the needs of their advertisers and the tastes 
of the general public. access to radio is dictated by pay 
for play (with receipts and invoices), which means the 
majors continue to dominate. 

 

connections and good relationships also make a huge 
difference to improve the quality of communication; 
investing in social media and blogging can also be 
an effective alternative, since more than 100 million 
brazilians are online, according to ibope (instituto 
brasileiro de opinião pública e estatística— brazilian 
institute of public opinion and statistics). 

 it is important to hire a pr professional to take care 
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of communication, as they usually understand the 
media. a good strategy boosts attention and generates 
media placements, attracting people to the concert.it is 
also advisable to ask the venues, festivals and concert 
halls, as they usually hire a pr agency to cover their 
communication, which can help to increase exposure. 

1.6 BraziL ovErviEW
officially the federal republic of brazil , brazil is the 
largest country in both south america and the latin 
american region. it is the world’s fifth largest country, 
both by geographical area and by population. it is the 
largest lusophone (portuguese-speaking) country in the 
world, and the only one in the americas. ibge (instituto 
brasileiro de geografia e estatística - the brazilian 
institute of geography and statistics)  estimates a 
population of more than 202 million people in 2014.

public transport in brazil 

circulation throughout brazil is also a challenge as 
the country is very large and public transport lacks 
infrastructure and investment. these problems are added 
to by the high internal costs and limited alternatives to 
aviation, as brazil has an almost non-existent public 
railway system.

the most developed transport system in brazil is by road, 
and the fleet of vehicles is huge. it has a dense network 
that interconnects most of the country; but in contrast 
the distances are quite extreme and because of this, it 
can take from hours to days traveling by car to arrive in 
another city, taking into consideration the variable road 
conditions from state to state. 

air transport in brazil has grown in recent years. With 
the emergence of new airlines and modernization of the 
existing ones. gol leads the ranking of the so-called low-
cost airlines, which are not low if compared to airlines 
in europe. With the increased competition, companies 
were able to improve services and slightly reduce tariffs. 

besides gol, tam, avianca and azul company operate in 
brazil.

due to continental distances, air travel is the most 
recommended, but the costs are still considered high and 
tickets expensive.

legal aspects for foreign musicians’ 
presentation in brazil 

this section was written based on an interview with talita 
young*. 

every international artist who is paid in brazil, 
according to law 6815/80 (estatuto do estrangeiro – in 
portuguese: foreign statute regulations) must apply for 
an appropriate work visa. in the specific case of foreign 
artists, the visa is temporary iii, which can be granted for 
a period of 90 days and renewable for another 90.

When it comes to artists, the work permit falls under the 
jurisdiction of the the ministry of labor and employment 
(mte – ministério do trabalho e emprego), to which 
submission must be made following an administrative 
procedure. once approved, the work permit is sent to the 
country’s brazilian consulate, which issues the visa.

to obtain the visa, the applicant must pay a consular fee, 
an amount that varies according to the artist’s nationality 
and the brazilian consulate in question.

in brazil the company that is hiring the foreign artist is 
obliged to collect a percentage of the artist’s fee, based 
on a contract authorized by mte and in accordance with 
the brazilian law, due to omb (ordem dos músicos do 
brasil) / sindicato dos músicos (musicians union) (law 
3857/60), where 10 % of the fee is divided between the 
two bodies. 

as this is an administrative procedure it is advisable 
(but not mandatory) that the production agency hire 
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an attorney due to the fact that the assistance extends 
to cover other contingencies, such as hidden extra 
charges by omb and unions, problems at the brazilian 
border, robbery or theft, force majeure that prevents the 
completion of the show and many other issues involving 
artists and local production.

the ideally estimated time to apply for the visa is around 
45 days, says talita young, she explains: ‘coming from 
abroad involves multiple actions: work permit, visa 
delivery by the consulate and the journey itself. you can 
do it in less time, but this generates a lot of stress, which 
is not worth it because it may affect the relationship 
between the artist and the local production team. it 
almost always involves making the artist attend the 
consulate very close to the trip date. depending on time 
of year and the consulate, it can create a very difficult 
situation.

talita young

a lawyer since 1998, as an artists’ agency’s advisor 
in hiring foreign artists, she has kept up-to-date with 
the complexities of the process, from submission to 
the ministry of labour and employment until the visa 
delivery by the brazilian consulate. at some festivals 
and venues she is also an advisor for contracts and all 
relevant legal advice they may need. 

1.7. SCottiSh/CELtiC MuSiC 
proGraMMinG in BraziL
opinions also vary with respect to higher probability 
of acceptance of scottish and celtic music in brazil. 
as stated earlier, the respondents believe that there is 
room for any kind of music and there will be an audience 
- depending on the style of the artist and the region in 
which they present. the south, for example, has high 
receptivity to celtic music, be it solo or larger concerts. 
thus, there is a higher probability of acceptance of varied 
styles, from classical to popular.

in the southeast, which has the two most attractive cities 
in the country in terms of business and culture, são 
paulo and rio de Janeiro, receives artists from all around 
the world, whether in concert halls or popular festivals 
like rock in rio, lollapaloza and sWu. as these cities 
attract the greatest numbers of artists and have a huge 
variety of cultural attractions occurring at the same time, 
competition for public space and media are fiercest here. 
still, são paulo and rio de Janeiro are important cities, 
as they have a concentration of the most varied public 
and all national media headquarters.

the centre West of brazil is showing growing interest, 
according to producers. it is a region that received 
influence from all over brazil; it is in the interior of the 
country and has the ten-string guitar tradition, among 
others. it is known for its country/folk music influence 
and therefore a possible region for celtic and scottish 
folk music.

 

the northeast has representation with numerous 
festivals, from the more classical to popular. it is 
noticeable that they are closely related to pop and 
mainstream, or to traditional brazilian rhythms mixed 
with pop/rock. even if there is little choice between the 
styles, at some festivals other opportunities may present 
themselves. 

an important point to note is that north and 
northeastern brazil are areas of both african 
immigration and indigenous influence, all characterised 
by the presence of drums, strong rhythmic music and 
very dance-orientated. here the popular festivals are 
recommended for artists with a more pop rythmic style, 
other than classical or scottish folk. however, for the 
jazz-style gatherings, celtic music might work in some 
venues or festivals.
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as some interviewees mentioned, 
scheduling is not the same in 
Brazil. here things do not happen 
in an organised manner, with 
schedules in advance. Generally it 
is not possible to have everything 
organised and completed 
beforehand. timing is different ‑ 
and this is one of the first points 
international artists must learn 
about festivals in Brazil. 

Second, there is some instability where festivals are 
concerned. Some take place as planned, more or less 
perfectly every year; some, due to financial challenges, 
disappear for a few years, to return later; other festivals 
do not have a fixed date, so this is worth checking from 
time to time.

an important detail is that applications for festivals in 
Brazil usually happen through what is known as “editais” 
– open calls for artists, chosen by a commission. this 
happens frequently, as many festivals are promoted by 
governments or public institutions. this format aims to 
guarantee a more democratic approach, but on the other 
hand, the lack of a curator may result in a less consistent 
program. 

Generally speaking, an edital is an instrument that fixes 
the object of discussion (a contract artist ‑ festival), 
conditions and involvement of the parts. the edital will 
outline all the rules for hiring. it is very important to 
study the edital thoroughly before agreement, because 
they can be complex and full of specifics. this is one of 
the reasons why it is recommended to find a Brazilian 

agent to intermediate the whole process with festivals as 
they all differ in their application forms.

in this context, it is usually easier (or may be mandatory) 
to be a Brazilian company to apply for, and to sign, the 
contracts after assembling a long list of documents and 
historical background of the group concerned. this is 
due to Brazilian bureaucracy, which seeks to ensure 
liability and lawfulness of the companies; and assuring 
the cultural relevance of the artists. needless to say that 
these processes can be unwieldy and time‑consuming

Finally, Brazil and its audiences are very open to the 
new, and there are opportunities for international music 
in festivals, but there is no World Music Festival. there 
are more pop, classical or mixed festivals, for which 
artists can apply to perform. 

Listed below are a few possible festivals in all five 
Brazilian regions. We are not considering mainstream 
festivals, such as rock in rio, Lollapaloza or SWu, as the 
chances to get in would be even harder depending on the 
type of music applied.

active events 
brazil study
2. research  
& analysIs
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South

32nD oFiCina DE MúSiCa DE CuritiBa
since 1983, the city kicks off the year with one of the most 
important meetings of latin american music. throughout 
the years, the music Workshop of curitiba has performed 
thousands of concerts, multiplied the number of 
courses and students, attracted renowned professors 
and established itself as a space for academic and 
professional development of brazilian and international 
musicians. it is a venerable institution in favour of valuing 
diversity of musical strands. 

the music Workshop extended its domains, both in terms 
of number of participants and multiplication of courses, 
and for local development classes and presentations. in 
addition to musical areas covered, classical and ancient 
music were added to the manifestations of popular 
brazilian and latin american music. also, there are 
initiatives aimed at the infant universe, meetings and 
symposia for teachers, covering rock, blues, music root 
and electronic music styles since 2001. 

currently, close to nineteen hundred students compete 
for places on more than one hundred courses in classical 
and popular forms, under the guidance of the best 
teachers, instrumentalists, conductors and singers. 
over the years there have been representatives from 
throughout latin america, the united states, france, 
switzerland, holland, the uk, germany, norway, spain, 
italy, portugal, china and israel here, in an important 
exchange of experiences resulting in the development of 
new and great talents in brazilian music. 

application/contact:
it mainly focuses on brazilian music but from time to time 
the project offers workshops or concerts with foreign 
artists. the parallel music off series, is a better option 
to apply for and take the opportunity to gain an audience 
through oficina de música de curitiba and to network with 

brazilian musicians. proposals to the festival or to the 
parallel music series: 
sergio albach - artistic director of the ocifina
sergioalbach@gmail.com
oficinademusica@fcc.curitiba.pr.gov.br
Web: www.oficinademusica.org.br
date: 5 - 26 Jan 2014 

34th FEStivaL DE MúSiCa DE LonDrina 
2014
the music festival of londrina is a realization of the 
state government, the municipality of londrina, londrina 
state university and the association of friends of music 
festival of londrina. in its 33rd edition last year, the 
festival maintained its two structures: pedagogical and 
artistic - that intertwine, generating new values and 
visions for creativity, experience, performance and music 
education. these structures seek to privilege “all songs” 
mainly brazilian music, while maintaining the high 
performance level of guest musicians.

the educational programming, with courses taught 
by a faculty recognized in brazil and abroad, proposes 
alternatives and new directions for music making 
and music education, setting up a plot of aesthetic 
reconciliation and cultural diversity present in our 
contemporary world.

the educational program with 48 national and 
international professors administers 50 courses and 
practices. the art festival program also promotes 
50 events in various areas of the city including the 
metropolitan cathedral of londrina, londrina museum of 
art, historical museum of londrina, and other spaces.

deliberative commission
secretary of state for culture: paulino viapiana
vice rector of the state university of londrina: profa. 
dra. berenice Q. Jordão

active events 
brazil study
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program that takes place at important landmarks of 
historical brazilian heritage (churches, museums, 
monuments and theatres) and outdoor venues, which 
provide an interesting experience for attendees. starting 
in olinda in 2004, mimo festival also took place in recife 
and João pessoa in 2009. since then, it has gathered 
more than 500 spectators, delivered 200 concerts and 97 
film showcases. 

the educative platform of the festival has also benefited 
15,000 students. mimo’s activities generated 1,200 jobs in 
2012. last year mimo Wave had 143 scheduled activities 
in paraty, ouro preto and olinda. the estimated attending 
audience was around 120,000 people.

mimo offers headlines of worldwide music with several 
sounds and ambiences: from soft and classical to popular, 
jazz, world and brazilian music, plus the best of the 
contemporary international musical scene. in addition to 
music in different languages, accents and genres, they 
present mimo film festival and lectures. 

application:
lu araújo – artistic director 
andré – co-artistic director
artistic direction consultant in 2014: fernando souza 
(casa da música, porto, portugal)

contact lume arte / lu araúJo produções / mimo 
festival:
rua da glória, 190 - sl. 502, glória | 20.241-180 - rio de 
Janeiro/ rJ, brasil
tel: +55 (21) 2508 5565 / 2508.5381 
email: luaraujo@lumearte.com.br
production: producao@mimo.art.br 
curator: curadoria@mimo.art.br
educational stage: educativo@mimo.art.br 
Web: www.mimo.art.br

municipal secretary of culture: solange cristina 
batigliana
association friends of music festival of londrina: lilian 
de almeida, presidente

institutional commission
state secretariat of culture of paraná: renata mele
municipal culture / pml: maria luisa alves fontenelle 
state university of londrina / uel: dr. magali kleber 
oliveira 
association friends of music festival of londrina / 
aafml: me vitor gorni 
art direction: dr. marco antonio de almeida 
general coordination: lilian almeida 
pedagogical coordination: dr. heloisa de castelo branco 
coordination of the orchestra: me cicero cord 
coordination popular music: João castilho 
18th symposium of music education paranaense - spem: 
dr. magali kleber oliveira 

application/contact:
praça 1º de maio, 130 - cep: 86010 – 100 - londrina – pr
tel : +55 (43) 3028 3418 / 3026 3418
fml@fml.com.br
Web: www.fml.com.br/
date: dates not available (expected in June this year due 
to the World cup / usually takes place in July)

SouthEaSt

MiMo – variouS LoCationS
mimo is an international music festival hosted in 
historical cities that hold important values and brazil’s 
heritage. since 2004, in olinda (pernambuco, in the 
northeast), the festival evolved to take place in three 
other cities: paraty (rJ), ouro preto (mg) and tiradentes 
(mg). the festival has a fully free line-up and distinctive 
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6th BourBon FEStivaL paraty
annual free jazz, blues, r&b and soul festival that takes 
place outdoors on two stages in the historical city centre. 
moreover, the festival atmosphere extends to the corners 
of the city, where musicians perform in the best street 
artist style.

confirmed as one of the most important music festivals 
in southeast brazil, the bourbon festival paraty brings in 
this 6th edition attractions such as preservation hall Jazz 
band of new orleans, the american violinist andy mckee, 
the blues singers shemekia copeland and patti austin, 
the portuguese guitarist paulo furtado, and the one-
man-band legendary tigerman are among the leading 
international artists. 

besides the two stages and the artists busking in various 
parts of the historical centre, there is also the orleans 
street Jazz band parading and playing through the 
streets. 

With an estimated 30,000 people in the audience last year, 
the festival brought names like bassist stanley clark, jazz 
singer germaine bazzle, the group sam’s funky nation, 
among others.

application/contact:
producao@bourbonstreet.com.br  
Web: www.bourbonfestivalparaty.com.br
date: 23 - 25 may 2014

4th BMW Jazz FEStivaL
in 2014 there will be three simultaneous musical 
happenings with great names of world jazz : são paulo 
(sp), rio de Janeiro (rJ) and for the first time, belo 
horizonte (mg) .

sophistication, precision, beauty and boldness are 
striking attributes both in jazz and in the bmW brand. 
showing that identification with the genre, in 2011 the 
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bmW brazil decided to support the creation of an event 
that brings the best representatives of the various 
aspects of musical style on the planet to the national 
scene.

the brazilian jazz festival is now in its fourth edition, 
planned in may and June across sao paulo (brazil hsbc) 
and rio de Janeiro (vivo rio). the line-up for this year 
includes singer bobby mcferrin, pianist ahmad Jamal 
veteran, bassist dave holland, saxophonist kenny 
garrett, trumpeter chris botti and the youth group 
snarky puppy.

hsbc brasil venue in são paulo presents the 
pernambuco spokfrevo orchestra, while the outdoor 
stage of the ibirapuera auditorium hosts the now 
traditional free concert on sunday, June 1, outdoors in 
the field, with one of the main attractions of the festival 
whose name will be confirmed later along with the 
program schedule. aiming to expand the project into new 
territories, the brand has invested for the first time in a 
version of the event outside the rio - são paulo circuit, 
with a bobby mcferrin concert in belo horizonte at brazil 
cine, 3 June.

past artists have included the billy harper Quintet, 
Joshua redman trio, corea, clarke & White; maceo 
parker, the clayton brothers, pat metheny and the 
futurists hearts orchestra.

as part of the project to stimulate a deeper understanding 
of the genre in the country, the bmW Jazz festival offers 
free workshops with the artists of the event at emesp 
tom Jobim (school of music in the state of são paulo). 

public can register on the website: www.emesp.org.
br.  full schedule is given on the festival site www.
bmwjazzfestival.com.br.
application/contact:
submissions are via email or post and the music 
programme is defined at least 3 months prior to the 
festival.
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music programmers contacts are zuza homem de 
melo, zé nogueira, pedro albuquerque and monique 
gardemberg (dueto produções).
Web: www.bmwjazzfestival.com.br 
date: 29 - 31 may 2014

8th viraDa CuLturaL Da CiDaDE DE São 
pauLo 
created to reflect the spirit of são paulo - typically “a city 
that never stops” - the cultural turn is an event promoted 
by the municipality of são paulo, lasting 24 hours, which 
offers cultural attractions for people of all ages, social 
classes, tastes and ‘tribes’ who occupy the same time, the 
same region of the city.

inspired by the french “nuit blanche”, which is based 
on the inversion of expectations, the event brings 
diverse programming distributed throughout the centre. 
here, the cultural turn seeks, above all, to promote 
coexistence in public spaces, inviting people to take 
ownership of the city centre through art, music, dance, 
popular demonstrations. all free.

since its first edition in 2005, the cultural turn has 
attracted thousands of people from all parts of são paulo 
and brazil to the downtown area. over the years the party 
has increasingly been spreading beyond this perimeter 
and has recently incorporated regions besides the 
republica and anhangabaú. the first edition took place 
in november, which proved to be an inappropriate choice 
because of the rainy season. in the following years, the 
event is now held between april and may.

besides the municipal facilities - including the unified 
educational centres (ceus) - the organization of the 
virada cultural cooperates with strategic partners such 
as sesc and the state government, who adhere to its 
decentralized cultural facilities. during the 24 hour event, 
são paulo metro is open all night and day, ensuring easy 
movement of people.

past artists include: lonnie liston smith (usa), george 
clinton & p.funk (usa), Wordsong (portugal), nektar 
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(uk), van der graaf generator, rascacielos (argentina), 
Juana fé (chile), kultur tour (germany), nyabingh 
chants + priest tiger (br-Jamaica), easy riders 
live! (israel), flegma live! (serbia), pragmatix live! 
(argentina), s-range live! (sweden), time in motion live! 
(denmark).

application/contact:
virada cultural is an event open to international artists of 
different styles. applications are accepted from all types 
of artists, however a brazilian company is required to 
apply for participation in the festival. 

through a dedicated form projects are analysed by the 
curatorial committee - applications must be submitted 
by post. email is not accepted and a local producer is 
required to propose the act. the acts can be discussed in 
advance with the programmers, which can facilitate their 
participation. but acceptance is not guaranteed. the full 
program is usually confirmed within a month or less of 
the festival date. 

main contact: José mauro gnaspini - viradacultural@
gmail.com
Web: www.viradaculturalpaulista.sp.gov.br
date: 17 - 18  may 2014

8th FESta Da MúSiCa 2014, MinaS 
GEraiS
this is a predominantly brazilian event, but which 
will eventually have international participation. it is 
mentioned here because it is a festival produced by 
veredas, which is one of the leading producers in minas 
gerais.

inspired by fête de la musique, design and created by 
Jack lang, former french minister of culture, festa 
da música festival is a street event. for the seventh 
consecutive year (2013), the assis chateaubriand 
foundation is presenting the music festival - always with 
free access to all shows. there are ten days of musical 
performances in public squares gathering important 
names of brazilian music, on seven stages, for a audience 
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of around 150,000 people. 
the project is supported by funds from the federal 
law for promotion of culture, notice belotur and 
sponsorships and direct support from companies.

application/contact
application via email: rose pidner: rose@
veredasproducoes.com.br or veredas@veredasproducoes.
com.br 
tel: +55 31 9304 5755
email: festadamusica@festadamusica.art.br
Web: www.festadamusica.art.br 

12th SavaSSi Jazz FEStivaL, MinaS 
GEraiS
savassi festival is a pioneering Jazz festival and has 
grown year after year in belo horizonte, minas gerais 
state. savassi is named after the region where the state 
capital emerged and developed, and the festival has 
become one of the largest events dedicated to jazz and 
instrumental music of south america. directed by café 
com letras and produced by instituto cidades criativas 
and ototoi, the festival seeks diversity, leading great 
musicians from different parts of brazil and the world to 
perform in belo horizonte - from renowned to emerging 
artists.

in its 12th edition, savassi festival introduced two new 
ideas: a contest called ‘new talent Jazz’ created in order 
to motivate new artists, musicians and composers, which 
in 2014 will be divided into regional and global phases. 
in 2013, the new talent Jazz extended their entries 
throughout south america and now, in 2014, the contest 
will receive entries from all over the world and also 
elect an international winner. and the second innovation, 
which expanded the glocal (global + local) aspect of 
savassi festival, was its internationalization. in 2013, it 
promoted the first edition of the festival savassi new 
york, in usa, which besides having american artists, 
included performances by great brazilian musicians. in 
2014, along with the second edition in new york, savassi 
festival will also be held in london, the british capital 

and home to a very strong scene which has renewed 
interest in jazz.

savassi festival is an annual, free festival and outdoor 
event, with stages, workshops, courses, competitions, 
lounges, living areas and places to eat. in 2012, 85 
concerts were presented on 22 stages, 6 cds launched, 
9 workshops, 4 courses, 2 exhibitions and an estimated 
audience of 35,000 people.

application/contact:
savassi festival is dedicated to jazz and instrumental 
music. until last year the focus was on south america, 
but they are now open to entries from all over the world. 
fees and local costs are paid; travel costs depend on the 
budget each year. deadline for proposals vary according 
to the budget and sponsorship confirmed each year.
proposals can be sent to bruno golgher: bruno@
cafecomletras.com.br
for editais and more information, please contact João 
santos by email:
comunicacao@cidadescriativas.org.br or telephone +55 
31 2514-1510.
Web: registration is now open and can be made on the 
website: http://www.savassifestival.com.br/ (at the 
bottom of the page, there are the competition bidding to 
download and the registration form.
date: 18 - 24 aug 2014
tel. +33.4 71 02 02 84
interfolk@gmail.com
date: July 20-27 2014

CEntrE‑WESt

6th Goyaz FEStivaL  
the festival goyaz project refers to the sampling of 
the instrumental music segment and its derivations in 
various genres and rhythms. formatted to meet a loyal 
group of supporters, the goyaz festival promotes a 
true melting pot of sounds, blending regional, national 



sound diplomacy

active events 
brazil study
2.1 FestIvals

and international creations through numerous musical 
genres from Jazz to World music.

application/contact:
studio k: (62) 3091 7452
Web: www.goyazfestival.com.br
date: 27 - 30 march 2014

northEaSt

11th MiMo – oLinDa, pErnaMBuCo
listed as a World heritage site by unesco in 1982, the city 
ceased to be the capital of pernambuco in the first half 
of the 19th century, eventually becoming an important 
cultural centre. the carnival of olinda is one of the 
most famous and traditional of the country, attracting 
thousands of revellers around the slopes, celebrating 
with traditional carnival dances like blocos de frevo (a 
kind of march where everyone dances together around a 
city route), maracatu, afoxé e and even pop music. since 
september 2004, thousands of visitors have come to the 
city during mimo festival days.

application/contact:
description and contacts above, see mimo rio and minas.
date: 4 - 7 sep 2014

7th porto MuSiCaL 
porto musical is one of the most important and 
consolidated meeting events for music professionals in 
brazil. including seminars, speed-meetings, roundtables 
and shows, porto musical reaches its seventh edition 
in recife, pernambuco. already consolidated and with 
international visibility for professionals of the sector, 
the event encourages networking, knowledge exchange, 
contacts and new business. 

the event is formatted for conferences that take place 
at the cine-teatro apolo hermilo, in the neighborhood 
of recife. the malakoff tower rooms are dedicated to 

production, press, use of internet, meeting rooms and 
gatherings, creating a movement within the historic 
district of old recife. the showcases, free at praça do 
arsenal da marinha, bairro do recife, play to the general 
public and in particular to event participants, musical 
trends for the brazilian and international markets.

With it’s first edition in 2005, porto musical brings 
together labels, websites, artists, promoters and music 
agents, festivals and cultural institutions, public and 
private managers, as well as those interested in new 
music trends.

throughout its six editions, porto musical has offered 
about 170 conferences, with almost 250 guests and 80 
shows of contemporary artists. over 4,000 professionals 
have attended the conferences and porto musical and 
more than 50,000 people attended the concerts.

application/contact:
applications are open from 5 may - 7 July 2014 and the 
festival covers fee, hotel, and internal transfer. porto 
musical is signed by fina production and astronave 
cultural initiatives in cooperation with the Womex 
and porto digital, one of the largest science park and 
creative economy promoters in brazil.
melina@finaproducao.com.br 
Web: www.portomusical.com.br
date: 10 - 13 dec 2014

19th rEC-BEat FEStivaL 
When the idea to format the rec-beat festival happened 
in 1993, the city of recife lived what is imagined to be 
the apex of its cultural effervescence. at the time, the 
proposal brought by the producer and journalist antonio 
“gutie” gutierrez was to promote different parties 
around the town, featuring new bands and enabling this 
new cultural context. When the project assumed the 
dimension of a festival, it held its first edition during the 
carnival in olinda.
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nineteen years later, its programming has championed 
the concept of plurality, to the extent that rec-beat is 
configured as a festival that attracts attention not only 
in pernambuco, but throughout latin america and 
other countries. it has become a mirror to the flag of 
multiculturalism raised by carnival. it is a distinctive 
space where people can hear new artists.

its programming, which today extends to debates and 
children’s shows, attracts visitors from various states of 
the country, and helps local music circulating outside the 
country, while the event has become part of the ibero - 
american association of festivals.

in 2014, international presentations were: dJ cal Jader 
(england), daau (belgium), mud morganfield (usa), 
dJ tropicaza (mexico), guadalupe plata (spain), max 
capote (uruguay), maite hontelé (colombia), skip&die 
(netherlands / south africa). 

application/contact:
proposals are accepted by e-mail or post 2 months prior 
to the festival.
antonio gutierrez, music programmer
gutie@recbeat.com
rec-beat produções artísticas
rua da aurora, 325 sl 202 - boa vista - cep 50050-000 - 
recife/pe
tel +55 81 3231-3422 
email: contato@recbeat.com 
são paulo:+55 11 3812.8425
Web: www.recbeat.com/recbeat2014
date: 1 - 4 march 2014 (during carnival)

24th FEStivaL DE invErno DE 
GaranhunS 
shows and performances take place in various centres, 
especially in euclid golden park, ruber van der lin den 
park, guadalajara and casarão squares. this is a cultural 
event that mixes several musical styles - rock, brazilian 
music, blues, jazz, forro and instrumental music, to name 
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a few - theatre, cinema, circus, food, popular festivities 
and other forms of culture.

each year the festival attracts people from all over the 
country. in addition to the concerts, workshops, art 
exhibitions, circus, demonstrations of hip-hop dance and 
the film festival also attract public of all genres and ages.

application/contact:
proposals are evaluated by a special commission that 
will evaluate criteria such as artistic/cultural quality 
of the activity, artist resume, relevance, originality and 
uniqueness of the proposal, among others. it must be 
made by a brazilian producer. 

the goal is to select proposals for cultural enjoyment 
and education in visual arts, audiovisual, circus, popular 
culture, dance, design, fashion, photography, literature, 
music, opera, theatre and cultural heritage.

entries could be made out to the headquarters of 
secult-pe/fundarpe (aurora street , 463/469 - boa 
vista - recife / pe). this year registration ran between 
march and april. programming for fig 2014 will be made 
between 22 may and 04 June. Qualifying proposals do not 
necessarily guarantee participation in the programming. 
a number of proposals included in the festival program 
will be conditional upon listing of spaces and budget for 
the event.

tel: 081 3184-3009
Web: www.fig.com.br
date: second half of July

15th FEStivaL DE Jazz E BLuES DE 
GuaraMiranGa & FortaLEza 
Journalist and sociologist maria amelia mamede and the 
anthropologist rachel gadea, from via comunicação e 
culture, wanted to offer ceará and visitors an alternative 
option for carnival, therefore creating  the festival of 
Jazz and blues guaramiranga.
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the location chosen was guaramiranga, a small 
mountain town, a piece of atlantic forest. it is set in 
ceará, just 110 kilometres from the capital fortaleza, and 
it has today approximately 6,400 inhabitants.
 
since 2000, the festival has been scheduled annually 
and has expanded to other cities in the state, heading to 
guaramiranga during carnival, and fortaleza and sobral 
after ash Wednesday. leading up to the festival, the 
project na trilha do Jazz & blues has become a tradition 
in fortaleza, with a weekly schedule in various bars and 
nightclubs.
 
training also became important before and during the 
festival. in the months that precede it, workshops and 
residencies within the state contribute to the training of 
young musicians from ceará, stimulating the formation of 
new bands and thus broadening the dissemination of jazz 
and blues and the generation of new job opportunities in 
the music market.
 
the Jazz & blues festival is respected and recognized 
across brazil and worldwide, showing the value of 
cultural diversity. in 2012, international artists included: 
omar puente (cuba), gadi lehavi (israel), the l.x.g 
(eua), atiba taylor (eua).

application/contact:
management: maria amélia mamede and rachel gadelha
general coordination: helena colaço
via de comunicação e cultura
av. Washington soares 855, sala 311
cep. 60811-341  edson Queiroz
tel: +55 85 3262.7230
Web: www.jazzeblues.com.br
date: 6- 8 march and 1 - 4 march 2014

6th Choro E Jazz FortaLEza
on its 5th edition in 2013, the choro Jazz festival 
consolidated its position on the music festival circuit, and 
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for the first time the festival went from fortaleza, before 
heading to the beautiful Jericoacoara beach, where the 
festival presents its traditional music week including 
renowned international musicians. the free choro Jazz 
festival takes place at centro cultural dragão do mar in 
fortaleza and at Jericoacoara’s main square. it provides 
an overview of brazilian, french and italian music. the 
audience is presented with a musical landscape full of 
nuances, sound experimentation, improvisation and 
virtuosity; and a repertoire that is rarely included in most 
traditional shows.

after the shows in fortaleza, the festival runs through 
the dunes and reaches Jericoacoara, one of the most 
famous beaches in the world. busy destinations on 
tourist routes, the cities of fortaleza and Jijoca de 
Jericoacoara annually receive thousands of tourists from 
all over the world, attracted by the area’s natural beauty.

united by the musical performances, the choro Jazz 
festival also offers a consistent complimentary 
educational program (workshops) with emphasis on 
instrumental music. the workshops will be presented 
during four days in fortaleza and one week in 
Jericoacoara. in addition to the instrument lessons, 
workshops of group rehearsal and singing lessons will 
be given.

application/contact:
deadlines for proposals vary according to the budget 
and sponsorship confirmed each year, but usually runs 
until march. fees and local costs are covered; flight costs 
depend on budget. 
capucho produções 
rua Joaquim antunes 1049/ 171 – pinheiros – são paulo 
– sp – brasil
cep 05415-012
programmer: cappucho@uol.com.br 
Web: www.capuchoproducoes.com.br
date: forteleza 27 - 29 nov, Jericoacoara 2 - 7 dec 2014
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oLinDa Jazz FEStivaL
olinda Jazz is an international festival of jazz and related 
music that runs in the mercado da ribeira, the historical 
centre of the city of olinda pernambuco. the festival 
takes place over approximately one week. the artists 
take turns to present, separately and together, resulting 
in unprecedented performances. the attendance 
expected is around 6,000 people.

since the first edition in 2006, many international artists 
have performed at the event: benjamin herman kwartet 
(netherlands), pablo nahar (surinam), mola sylla 
(senegal), michael moore (usa), kholwa brothers (south 
africa), oleg fateev (moldova), adama yalombá (mali), 
les nubiens (france/cameroon), imourane Quartet 
(morocco), flamenco a3 (spain) and oreka tx (basque 
country).

application/contact:
rua cubatão 411 cj 01 | paraíso – são paulo – sp | 04013-
001
tel.: (11) 9966-7720/ 2737-4700 
Web: www.prumopro.com/olindajazz/olinda-bike-jazz/
date: not on at the moment

FEira Da MúSiCa DE FortaLEza 2014 
feira da música de fortaleza was created with the goal 
of generating and strengthening music production 
professionals in brazil, boosting business in the area of 
creative economy and proposing a management based on 
national strategies marketed.

in its first edition, in 2002, the fair covered a total area 
of 5,000m². at the time, a large number of activities 
were presented, such as concerts, panels, exhibitions 
and conferences. the following year, the event increased 
its size and scope and covered a total area of 8,000m², 
presenting 175 activities - from concerts, lectures, 
meetings, workshops, cd and book launches - in addition 
to the participation of officials from eight states in the 
northeast involved in programming.
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With each new edition, the event has grown. elements 
of workshops became roundtables, meetings in which 
participants could exchange experiences, make contacts 
for viable opportunities beyond the show and make their 
work more widely known. in 2005 the event received 
attendees from 11 states, bringing participants from 
southeastern brazil and receiving national coverage. the 
following year, the event held 87 concerts, demonstrating 
the variety of musical styles in brazil. in 2007 the feira 
began investing in the international arena with the 
participation of countries like argentina and italy. 

the business roundtable matured, promoting 
negotiation between independent musicians, musical 
and cultural producers, record companies, festival 
organisers, and bringing together buyers and sellers. in 
2009 the public numbered approximately 40,000 people, 
with 68 bands from 19 brazilian states, bringing together 
450 artists on six stages with free concerts around the 
city.

in 2010 the music fair enhanced the look to the 
northeast and expanded into to latin america. it was 
the first edition that gathered all the main subjects: 
independent music shows, international music meeting 
and trade show in the dragão do mar center of art 
and culture. in 2011 the fair established itself as an 
important training environment, and opened further 
to collective construction, bringing agents of fora do 
eixo network throughout brazil to join the production 
team on several free training programs of “knowledge 
exchange”. in 2012 the concept “free event” was brought 
into the fair.

the event has involved about 4997 musicians in 798 
concerts, produced 289 panels/workshops, and gathered 
746 exhibitors.

application/contact:
subscriptions for 2014 are now closed. they run from 
January through to march. artists can apply with projects 
in free formats, and can include other art forms besides 
music, and can also perform in different spaces at the 
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event. participation is open to groups, performers and 
producers of ceará, other states of brazil and other 
countries. With this, the thirteenth edition, the fair 
expands opportunities beyond the performances of 
musicians/bands in the programming of independent 
music shows and opens spaces for innovative proposals 
that use the platform to perform effectively, different 
ideas and projects related to plural brazilian music.

the fair offers project participants lodging, meals and 
local transportation during the four days of the event (for 
applicants from other states or municipalities), and the 
infrastructure needed to implement proposals.
 
the music fair is organised by prodisc - association of 
producers of culture of ceará - northeast and fora do 
eixo, besides businessmen and agents of the cultural 
sector.
general coordination: ivan ferraro
production coordination: valéria cordeiro
production: thais andrade
prodisc (associação dos produtores de cultura do ceará) 
/ casa fora do eixo nordeste
address: rua fausto cabral, 1244, papicu, fortaleza-ce, 
cep – 60175415
telephone: (+55 85) 3262.5011
email: secretaria@feiradamusica.com.br, feiradamusica@
prodisc.org.br. 
Web: www.dragaodomar.org.br
date: dates not available

north

XXvii FEStivaL intErnaCionaL DE 
MúSiCa Do pará 2014 
in June the city of belém (pará) becomes the music 
capital. last year’s festival took place from 02-09 June 
in various cultural spaces. there are concerts, recitals 
and concerts in theatres, amphitheatres, churches and 
concert halls.
 

in 2013, the festival honoured composers verdi and 
Wagner. it also celebrated 180 years of Johannes brahms, 
remembered the centenary of benjamin britten and the 
70th anniversary of brazilian composer almeida prado.
 
as in every year, in addition to the artistic programming, 
the festival also has an educational focus, with courses, 
lectures and workshops for students and music 
professionals.
 
2013 saw the introduction of the opera ‘la traviata’, 
conceived by the opera singer para Jena vieira, who 
works with the assembly of this type of show in the 
u.s. other artists from usa: fantasmi, duo avanzando 
- ricardo souza & david carter, duo azulay - adriana 
azulay & humberto azulay, esterhazy and orquestra 
sinfônica do festival with regent: Jacob slagter 
(netherlands).

Web: www.facebook.com/fimupa
date: 1st phase of the festival from 27th of april till 4th 
of may
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an effective way to enter and become familiar with the 
brazilian music market is through venues and clubs, 
where opportunities can be higher and bureaucracy 
much lower. usually negotiation is with the venue, which 
checks the artist’s repertoire and agrees to present it or 
not. however, the one disadvantage is that they cannot 
afford to bring an artist to brazil and pay flights, hotel and 
artist’s fee. so it is worth trying to arrange a few venues 
in different regions if the artist is already intending to 
make the trip.

it is not advisable to arrange shows at many venues in the 
same city, such as são paulo, because the public is likely 
to attend one venue and leave another an empty house. 
the venue usually pays the artists a share (possibly as 
much as half) of the box office sales.

contacts with producers and venues are a wise way to 
enter and become known on the music circuit, and this is 
not so different in any country. below are a few examples 
in rio de Janeiro and são paulo. further research is 
necessary if venues and clubs are the focus point, as they 
are not easily available and brazil is a large country to 
navigate.

last but not least - sesc and the sesc circuit, present a 
very interesting option to enter, but also not so easy and it 
is essential to know the right people inside. 

SESC
sesc operates throughout brazil and develops projects 
on education, health, leisure, culture and medical care 
areas. the brazilian leading institution in arts financing, 
its revenues come from a percentage payroll tax on 
commerce workers. present in all brazilian states, it 
reaches 2,200 cities through fixed facilities or mobile 
units, seeking to promote local as well as international 
productions, encouraging a diverse and intense cultural 
programme. this mapping also broadcasts nationally 
projects of greater relevance through the actions carried 
out in partnership with sesc network throughout brazil. 
the action also includes a tv station (sesctv), a web 
portal (sescsp), a publishing house (edições sescsp), a 

record label that produces dvds and cds (selo sesc) and 
a research and training centre.

While promoting culture and art throughout the country, 
it is in são paulo that this operation is strongest. 
insufficient services and social care in other regions 
are the reasons for this, making the activities more 
widespread in different areas. in são paulo, where the 
infrastructure and state presence is greater, sesc can 
mainly focus on providing cultural activities.

With 33 facilities in the state of são paulo, eighteen 
of them in the capital, this institution has taken a very 
important role in the field of arts and culture. sesc 
são paulo is often compared with the “ministry of 
culture.” the institution conducts a series of cultural 
activities such as concerts, exhibitions, theatre and 
dance performances, film screenings, workshops, talks 
on art and cultural policies, and moves a huge amount 
of investment, and therefore, a good opportunity to sell 
shows.  

nevertheless, its cultural presence throughout the 
country is remarkable, gathering a dedicated audience 
via its affordable tickets. 

activities offered by sesc are the fruit of a solid cultural 
and educational project that brings, since its creation 
by the commerce, cervices and tourism sector in 1946, 
the mark of innovation and social transformation. over 
the years, sesc has been innovative in introducing new 
models of cultural activities and highlighted, in the 1980s, 
education as a project for social transformation. 

in this context, varied audiences have access to 
qualified music program, since the choice is different 
programmatically. sesc appreciates artistic expressions 
that are little contemplated by the media. this 
strengthens the work of artists who have a creative, 
innovative and original vision.

example of cultural exchange sesc - netherlands 
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sesc art circuit passes through 102 cities 2014, 
25th april to 11th may

circuit sesc operates in 102 cities and runs twelve 
different circuits, with 370 artists from theatre, music, 
circus, dance, film, literature, visual arts and media arts. 
With free entry and open to all ages, the events take place 
in public spaces, in partnership with local governments 
and local trade unions, on fridays, saturdays and 
sundays with activities in various artistic forms.

national and international groups perform on streets, 
squares and parks to promote a break in the daily city-
life, creating a dialogue with citizens and teasing people’s 
senses. besides physical circuits, the program also runs 
on the internet, with exclusive content published daily. 
http://circuito.sescsp.org.br 

a FEStivaL thEME 
another opportunity raised by the interviewees is to 
create a kind of scottish festival together with sesc and 
scottish companies in brazil, with additional possible 
public or private support that can help to make this 
happen. thematic festivals or presentations can be a way 
to expose a culture in a foreign country, powering up its 
impact. or even a group of countries, such as this last 
event promoted at sesc pompeia: 

festival de música e dança dos bálcãs (balkan music 
and dance festival) - the 15-day programme offered 
concerts, dance classes and workshops, with brazilian 
and foreign artists from the balkans, bringing cultural 
exchange and great audience and media awareness.

rio DE JanEiro

StuDio rJ
eclectic music venue open to the new music scene, 
featuring relevant brazilian and international artists. 
opened in september 2011, studio rJ will be closed for 
some time from february 2014. the venue partners, 
maurizio longobardi, ale youssef, luis antonio cunha 
and pliny prophet explained that they faced difficulty 
in the arpoador neighbourhood where the venue is 
located, and therefore decided to carry out works to solve 
acoustics problems.
address:
av. vieira souto, 110 – arpoador, 22420-000 rio de 
Janeiro
telephone: +55 21 2523-1204
Web: www.studiorj.org/ (website is not working at the 
moment) or www.facebook.com/studiorj.rio
capacity: 300 people

MiranDa
founded in march 2012, the venue brought a new 
proposal for art access. a diverse programme including 
well-known artists and new names, both from the 
national and international scenes, it offers concerts, 
workshops and exhibitions. located at lagoa, the lagoon 
complex, miranda is easily accessible from all points of 
the city, and has a parking lot.
address: 
espaço lagoon, avenida borges de medeiros, 1424 - piso 
2. lagoa - rJ
telephone: +55 21 2239-0305. ticket box office: 
tuesday to saturday, from 12:00 to 9:00pm; mondays, 
sundays and holidays from 12:00 to 6:00pm.
email: faleconosco@mirandabrasil.com.br 
Web: www.mirandabrasil.com.br/
capacity: 600 people
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brazil study
2.2 venues



sound diplomacy

São pauLo

auDitório Do iBirapuEra
designed by oscar niemeyer in the original project for 
ibirapuera park, the ibirapuera auditorium opened in 
october 2005. auditório ibirapuera is a space used for 
cultural activities, with weekly programs dedicated to 
musical diversity. the building includes an auditorium 
with 800 seats, with a reversible stage for outdoor 
concerts and a music school with 120 children and young 
people who perform in the brazilian orchestra school 
from the auditorium. 

in 2011, itaú cultural was chosen by the municipal 
secretary of culture of são paulo, in an open call process, 
to be the new manager of auditorium ibirapuera.

telephone: +55 11 3629-1075. ticket box office: 
tuesday to thursday, from 11:00am to 6:00pm, friday, 
from 11:00am to 10:00pm, saturday, from 9:00am to 
10pm and sunday, from 9:00am to 8:00pm.
usually door split | tickets around r$10 to r$ 30 
email: info@auditorioibirapuera.com.br or programmer 
edson natale at natale@apps.itaucultural.org.br
Web: www.auditorioibirapuera.com.br
capacity: 800 people

CEntro CuLturaL São pauLo 
centro cultural são paulo is a cultural centre, under 
the municipal secretary of culture of são paulo. it is 
considered one of the main cultural facilities of the city. 
opened in 1982, it comprises different halls and an open 
area. the artistic programme offers of concerts, film 
screenings, theatre, dance and exhibitions. 

there are two main halls used for concerts:
adoniram barbosa hall (622 seats)
Jardel filho hall (321 seats)
email: music programmer, Juliano gentile: musica.

active events 
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ccsp@gmail.com
Web: www.centrocultural.sp.gov.br

CaSa DE FranCiSCa
in the 1910s, dona francisca lived in a small townhouse 
at rua Jose maria lisboa, in Jardim paulista. almost a 
century later, casa francisca became a cosy bar with 
decor that references the past. illuminated by candles, 
this venue offers small instrumental concerts and artists’ 
individual performances from jazz, choro and mpb. it 
also has a special menu, serving wine or varied snacks, 
such as falafel and gnocchi, before concerts begin. 

casa francisca is considered by the artistic community 
and the specialized public to be one of the most 
significant music venues in sao paulo. it is the smallest 
venue in the city dedicated exclusively to music projects 
from relevant and committed artists. 

open Wednesday to saturday from 8:00pm and sunday 
from 7:00pm

address: rua José maria lisboa, 190 - Jardim paulista 
- são paulo - sp
telephone: (11) 3052 0547
email: info@casadefrancisca.art.br
Web: www.casadefrancisca.art.br/
capacity: 50 people

CaSa Do núCLEo
casa do núcleo is a cultural centre totally focused on 
music. it opened in march 2011 as an initiative of the 
producer and label company called contemporâneo, 
founded in 1998 by the pianist and curator benjamin 
taubkin. an intimate space with a cosy atmosphere, 
designed especially for coexistence, dialogue and 
music appreciation, it offers a program of concerts, 
workshops and film screenings; free access to books 
and cd collections from around the world; a specialized 
shop with cds, dvds and books with some unique 
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items, discovered on several trips overseas; and also a 
creative cuisine to make the public experience even more 
enjoyable in the venue.

open from tuesday to friday, 12:00pm to 7:00pm
on concert days the venue closes at 11:00pm
saturday, sunday and holidays, the venue opens 1 hour 
before concert starts

address: rua padre cerda, 25, alto de pinheiros, são 
paulo / sp - post code: 05448-050
telephone: +55 11 3032.8401 / +55 11 3815.9714
email: casadonucleo@gmail.com or casadonucleo@
gmail.com (gustavo martins)
Web: www.casadonucleo.com.br 
capacity: 80 people (45 sitting)

Jazz noS FunDoS & Jazz B 
Jazz nos fundos
the early jazz “speakeasies” created the perfect 
atmosphere to listen to good live music. it was with this 
spirit in mind that Jazznosfundos started, as a relaxed 
space to hear good instrumental music. the house 
opens on thursdays, fridays and saturdays, always with 
excellent live shows. a small art gallery located at the 
entrance of the club features monthly exhibitions by 
different artists.

after a 7-years experience with Jazz nos fundos, 
a second venue is created to bring a quality music 
programme. right in the heart of são paulo’s downtown, 
Jazz b promotes concerts from monday to saturday.

international shows rely on artists being already in brazil. 
artist fees are paid from ticket income. they promote 
forty shows per month between the two clubs, around 
four of these are international. although the name is Jazz 
for both venues, they also promote brazilian instrumental 
music. 

email: máximo levy, max@jazznosfundos.net
Web: www.jazzb.net or www.jazznosfundos.net 

itaú CuLturaL
itaú cultural is a the itaú bank cultural institution, 
devoted to research and promotion of a cultural program, 
encouraging and disseminating artistic and intellectual 
expressions throughout brazil. a centre of cultural 
reference, the institute has promoted and disseminated 
brazilian production at home and abroad for 27 years.

address: avenida paulista, 149 - são paulo/sp
telephone: +55 11 2168 1777 / +55 11 2168 1776
Web: www.novo.itaucultural.org.br/ 
capacity: 270 people

SErraLhEria ESpaço CuLturaL
serralheria is the union of four people supported by a 
network of artists and friends. Juliana cernea, michael 
salvatore and amadeu zoe had long been known to each 
other and in 2009 decided to open this venue, which is an 
old locksmith’s workshop in the lapa neighbourhood.

the other role of serralheria is escapeserralheria 
productions. the team acts on the activities taking place 
at serralheria and is able to articulate professional 
artists and cultural means to present projects outside 
the physical space of the producer. they can act as a legal 
representative, or in a co-producing activity.

address: rua guaicurus, 857 - Água branca são paulo - 
sp 05033-001, brasil
email: escapeserralheria@gmail.com or amadeu zoe, 
amadeu.zoe@gmail.com
Web: www.escapeserralheria.org/ 
capacity: 240 people. capacity in the studio: 180 / door 
split
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amadeu zoe has provided the folloWing 
information:
• We have contact with some producers like Jacques 
figuera. We’ve had experiences like this with: chico 
trujillo, ken vandermark - who is an american free Jazz 
musician. 

• One focus has always been to promote instrumental 
and world music, but in this business we always have 
to think about the audience. if the artist is very new in 
brazil, what media coverage can they get, are we going to 
have time to work well on it? 

• We are very open about the genre - more traditional, 
contemporary, to dance or to sit and contemplate, we 
receive and adapt the space. 

• We have a reputation for being a venue for lively music, 
full of rhythm, but is not a prerequisite. 

• We have enough people who like Celtic music here in 
brazil – it is a niche, but it has its audience. 

• We have established partnerships with producers 
who are bringing international artists. however we are 
considering starting to bring them ourselves, probably 
seeking partnerships with sesc and other venues to 
share costs.

• We work on a box office - door split; usually 70% for the 
group/artist. 

• If we get proposals with time (around 3 months) and 
planning, it is possible to promote more effectively and to 
play the best day of the week, like a saturday night.

• Advance partnership in the dissemination, calling some 
brazilian musicians to add a local audience. of course if 
there’s a musical connection between the artists. 

active events 
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South

CarLoS BranCo
rio grande do sul – south (but also pernambuco – 
northeast)

graduating in arts education, carlos was professor of 
classical guitar and music theory. he was the first music 
coordinator of the cultural department of the mayor’s 
city and was director of the araujo vianna auditorium. 
a music producer with extensive experience of acting 
for over 20 years in the area, he is owner of one of 
the most important music agencies in the south, the 
branco produções. founded in 1994 in porto alegre, 
it has brought international artists such as bb king, 
paco de lucia, gonzalo rubalcaba, buddy guy, martha 
argerich and nelson freire, betty carter and brad 
mehldau, among others. nationally, caetano veloso, 
João gilberto, maria bethania, hermeto pascoal, among 
others. currently, in addition to promoting concerts in 
porto alegre, carlos develops the music programme and 
production at santander cultural, in porto alegre (rio 
grande do sul) and recife (pernambuco), and coordinates 
tours of important international artists in brazil, chile, 
uruguay and argentina.

contact: branco produções
address: rua auxiliadora, 248 - bairro auxiliadora - 
porto alegre/rs - cep: 90540-120
telephone: +55 (51) 3231.4142
email: branco@brancoproducoes.com
Web: www.brancoproducoes.com

• I know artists, mostly modern folk, who are very 
interesting. for september, we have programmed in 
santander cultural (both porto alegre and pernambuco), 
a musician called alasdair roberts. i remember bringing 
chris mack (who lives in brazil), but i cannot remember 

all. it has been 11 years with shows every sunday at 
santander cultural. this is almost 600 shows only in 
porto alegre. We brought nazareth too, which is a 
scottish hard rock band from the ‘70s and ‘80s. 
• The media has an interest. Here, we have no 
specific radio or newspaper; we had a few programs only. 
a senior journalist from rio grande do sul who hosts 
world music very well is Juarez fonseca.
• World music festivals specifically, I am not very 
knowledgeable. santander cultural programme is fully 
open and hosts some shows that can fit into this concept, 
but it is not completely dedicated to style.
• In Rio Grande do Sul, the Branco Produções 
and rompe cabezas seem to bring more world music 
performances. in brazil, i could cite difusa fronteira and 
pellegrino live music.

SÉrGio aLBaCh
curitiba – south

sergio albach has been a respected name in the musical 
scenery of paraná since the eighties. he graduated in 
1989 at “escola de musica e belas artes” in brazil and 
since then has been presenting himself as a versatile and 
in-demand instrumentalist.
as a curator of the brazilian popular music Workshop 
(oficina popular de curitiba) since 2002, the musician has 
been working to encourage students and professional 
musicians to share experience. in 2002 he became the 
artistic director of the brass orchestra of curitiba. as a 
clarinettist, he has participated on more than 50 cds and 
shared stages with altamiro carrilho, itiberê zwarg, lea 
freire, andré mehmari, and others.

email: sergioalbach@gmail.com 

• The workshops (Oficina de Curitiba) comprise 
different areas. there is more classical music for 
orchestra - this phase also includes ancient music (which 
comprises people that might have an interest in World 
music, as they are there to study), and there is another 
brazilian music component.
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• I believe music from Scotland would have a 
guaranteed audience in curitiba. We have a group of 
celtic musicians here, which has achieved great success; 
and there is another of Jewish music. people want 
different artists in curitiba.
• There are audiences both for music at which you 
sit and watch/listen carefully, and for more rhythmic and 
dance artists. celtic music too.
• For a presentation, it would be Off Circuit, but it 
depends as things change regularly. next year, it will be 
only brazilian music. last year, it was mixed.

áLvaro CoLLaço
curitiba – south

music producer in curitiba, collaço has promoted more 
than 300 recitals and concerts of major artists such as 
nelson freire, arnaldo cohen, symphonic orchestra of 
paraná, palladians, hopkinson smith, baden powell, 
uakti, marlui miranda, Waltel branco, tracy silverman, 
benjamin taubkin, pau brazil, inezita barroso, roberto 
correa, among many others.

since 2009, Álvaro has been producing the solo music 
series, designed for the teatro da caixa, currently 
performing in curitiba, fortaleza and brasilia. this solo 
series has already presented artists, such as alberto 
marsicano, andré abujamra, ceumar, cléa galhano, 
conrad steinmann, oleg fateev, pierre hamon, ratnabali, 
rodolfo richter, rogério gulin, rosana lanzelotte, 
toninho ferragutti, vivabiancaluna biffi, zé miguel 
Wisnik, zoltan paulinyi and many other.

his professional involvement with music resulted, in 
2002, in a place as a member of the jury of the culture 
programme account of the secretary of state for culture, 
and in 2005, as a member of the Jury of the municipal 
cultural incentive law of curitiba. 

email: alvaro.cp@uol.com.br 

• There are foreigners who perform World Music in 
brazil. While they have fewer opportunities to perform as 
much as other groups, when you promote their concerts, 
the audience comes.
• I have my music series called Solo. In its first 
year we did a concert by angelo esmanhotto here in 
curitiba, who plays the sarod. he plays indian sarod and 
makes rhymes and it was packed.
• It is difficult to promote World Music here, but 
when you put an artist on the stage get packed.
• The market is open to global music, such as 
african, and for some artists. but if you check well, 
there are a few artists who have entered the mainstream 
media. from the 60’s, the market opened up more and 
ravi shankar appeared, with the beatles sponsoring 
indian music. hence, with the explosion of indian music 
and ravi shankar playing shows around the world, they 
needed to have a definition for this music - what kind of 
musician would be sitar in the West? in brazil, it came out 
clearly in the 70’s.
• From the 90’s, you had groups coming with ethnic 
music. after this, there was some media coverage with 
two singers who were celtic, first clannad, which was the 
group with enya, and then loorena mckennitt, both artists 
with this irish tradition. this occurred because the major 
labels bet on it.
• It is necessary to take risks - artists, 
programmers and producers.
• Here in Curitiba there are strong groups of Celtic 
musicians. and among them, bagpipe players. in curitiba 
there is a strong movement.
• I produce the Solo Series in Curitiba, where I try 
to mix classical, popular and World music. it is now in its 
sixth year and now we are also playing in fortaleza and 
brasília.
• If a Scottish group comes here, I think there 
would be a good chance - with good communication - of 
filling the venue every day, anywhere. in curitiba, i think 
they could have an audience of around 500 people. there 
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wouldn’t be a full theatre for 2 or 3 thousand people, as it 
is still seen as music for the elite.

SouthEaSt

John tELFEr
são paulo – southeast

from uk, telfer started in the music business in 1976 
working with virgin records and publishing. he then 
worked at albion in london with the stranglers, 999, 
hazel o’connor and many others in the heydays of 
punk and new wave. he opened his own publishing and 
management company, basement music, in 1978. telfer 
managed Joe Jackson, everything but the girl, hal 
Willner, television, tom verlaine, and the proclaimers 
and was a management consultant for david bowie 
during the nineties. 

following that, he was the international director at 
rykodisc/palm pictures/manga for 5 years during the 
late nineties, and created an international network of 
licensees and distributors around the world, including 
eldorado, mcd, natasha, sum, and trama in brazil. he 
opened the doors of basement brazil 10 years ago, and 
he has become one of the largest independent publishers 
in south america. during the past two years he has 
promoted artists in sao paulo, including television, david 
torn, Jon hassell and kaki king.

email: john@basementbrazil.ne 
Web: www.basementbrazil.net

• I think there is already an interest among people 
for World music. the hard part is letting those people 
know that there is going to be a concert with an african, 
irish or scottish band. sometimes, it is difficulty to spread 
the word. 
• Social media helps a lot, but it is only part of the 
•marketing process.

• People would go to a Celtic music concert, but 
they need to know about the music and band and venue.
• I think young kids only recently go to festivals in 
brazil, getting into the whole festival idea for three days. 
before, brazilians didn’t want to sleep in a tent – outside. 
now it’s changing, people are willing to go away and 
spend a weekend living in a tent with other kids.
• All music is World Music, as all music comes 
from around the world. people call it World music if it’s 
not rock, or blues, or folk, jazz, then it is World music. 
What a range of african, asian, Japanese, korean, 
peruvian music is. they are all classified as World music. 
so, it is a vague world term.
• We need to create a circuit of venues and clubs 
that can work together in são paulo, rio, buenos aires, 
santiago, montevideo, so the band could come down and 
spend the money on a tour of south america.
• If you could involve SESCs, and maybe 
universities in são paulo, it could be an alternative. 
universities have students that usually are more open to 
different forms of music, because they are still learning.
• About linking Brazilian and Scottish artists: I like 
the idea, but it is a bit like a dating service, in a sense of 
formality. here are some scottish guys, here are some 
brazilians, so let us put them together and… sometimes 
it works and sometimes no… like a dating service. so, 
relationships, either a personal or a musical one, tend to 
just happen. someone meets another musician and likes 
what they do… it doesn’t matter if it is a scottish, irish or 
brazilian, a connection happens.
• A good way would be to involve organizations 
such as sesc at the very beginning, get the people who 
book the music interested in it. 

MauriCio taGLiari
são paulo – southeast

mauricio tagliari is music producer and one of the owners 
of yb music, one of the most in-demand companies 
by international specialists looking for brazilian 
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music. it has been in the licensing market since 2003 
and represents a catalogue of over 100,000 tracks 
from brazil and around the world, to be licensed for 
audiovisual synchronization productions. one of their 
latest sync deals is with eletronic arts new game “fifa 
World cup 2014. four of their artists are featured:  aláfia 
with the song mais tarde, luciana oliveira with samba 
em pliet, felipe cordeiro with lambada alucinada and 
trio mocotó with beleza! beleza!! beleza!!!

email: mauricio.tagliari@gmail.com

• If there was funding from the Scottish 
government or partnerships, i believe the producers/
programmers would have much interest and would be 
open, even for more folk, celtic and traditional music. 
• If you think singing English is not World Music, 
then here in brazil we have world music everywhere. i 
think today african music has visibility, rather than arab, 
oriental even less. 
• Sometimes it is better to have your concert 
published in a blog and digital media as you are talking 
directly to an specific audience. 
• Maybe it would be interesting to create a YouTube 
channel for these projects. for example: an artist comes 
here, writes in a blog, films his concert backstage and 
puts it on youtube. posting videos, stories, a camera, 
shows, makes interview, make a video-clip.
• I think in Brazil, if a Scottish band plays Indie or 
rock’n’roll, they are in the market. however, if it is more 
a folk music, a very marked regional character, flute, it 
will be suitable to a more specific niche. celtic is very 
niche music.
• YB, a phonogram producer, releases albums, 
makes a lot of soundtracks for film and tv series, and 
now we’re doing content.
• I am planning to do an international festival soon. 
so i am very interested to receive proposal and initiate a 
partnership with different countries.
• Denmark has a project called Dinâmica 
dinamarquesa (danish dynamics) , and they bring 

one artist per month, one month is a dJ and another 
a band - i was a curator at the beginning - i did a pilot 
program (girls in airports). this project would have 
been even greater if it had happened with some support. 
for example: the guys would come here, rehearse, they 
would do two shows at sesc with a brazilian guest and 
then would record for a tv show. the project would 
become relatively cheaper. but without sponsorship it is 
complicated, and no tv to buy ... need to tie these things 
more effectively.
• If you do one show at SESC that nobody heard 
about, they make one and that’s it. it would be much 
more productive to have a festival such as the danish 
dynamics, in order to dilute, bringing ten artists to a 
well-organised festival, and in the following year, bring 
them again. because this is the point of having a festival, 
it is to discover something new. 
• SESC is almost the Brazilian Ministry of Culture. 
sesc and itaú cultural are these kinds of places that try 
new things, but it is very little compared to what is out 
there. if you think about one of the sescs, sesc pompéia 
programme for instance - most of the shows you hear 
about happen at the choperia, which is an open space, 
more party. in the theatre it has fewer shows that you 
hear about.
• I think musical partnerships can be an 
interesting way. We did several things here. a galician 
guy who plays bagpipe came here once and recorded 
with a lot of brazilian musicians, mayra andrade from 
cape verde recorded with a lot of people. after that she 
became friends with mariana aidar (brazilian singer), 
and was here another day at a caetano veloso concert. 
• It was good if it had a partnership. As there is no 
money, we have to form partners. if there was a sesc 
paying the artist fee, the scottish government entity to 
pay the air ticket, and some media engaged in producing 
an article, i can get support from ambev, for instance, to 
create a youtube channel. you do this with a pr and then 
the project comes into existence. maybe it can be a way 
to do the equivalent of a festival, the danish dynamics or 
a scottish kind of thing.
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JaCQuES FiGuEraS
são paulo – southeast

figueras is a french producer and musician who 
graduated in europe and the united states, living in brazil 
for eight years, where he has been working and gaining 
increasing recognition in the cultural market. in 2014 he 
received the grammy award for best album of latin Jazz, 
as the disc producer of an album called song for maura, 
recorded by paquito d’rivera recorded and trio corrente. 
since march 2010, figueras has been music director of 
the international concert series “música pela cura” of 
tucca association, which organizes benefit concerts in 
sala são paulo. in this capacity he has worked with artists 
such as stacey kent, avishai cohen, brad mehldau, pepe 
romero, sumi Jo, ute lemper, sarah chang, among many 
others. Jacques is also manager of the trio corrente, one 
of the best groups playing brazilian Jazz today. 

contact: Jacques figueras, management and booking
telephone: + 55 (11) 9184-8985 
email: jacques@jfigueras.com.br 
skype: jacquesfigueras

• In Brazil, World Music is considered ‘root music’; 
but the mpb, for example, in the world is considered 
World music; but here in brazil, brazilian music is just 
brazilian music, and that’s that. World music for me 
is a music that may have a contemporary reading of a 
song from scratch. you can have a modern reading, but 
somewhere in this music, you’ll be able to say that it is 
moroccan, or chinese, etc. 
• Instrumental and jazz festivals have grown. There 
are quite a lot in ceará, minas gerais, south of brazil. 
• There is a large audience for jazz, classical and 
contemporary music. sescs receive a young audience 
that is very thirsty for culture. also people go out a lot in 
brazil and have a place to go at any day and time. there 
are a lot of offers.

• Scottish music is in many places in Brazil, so I 
believe it is in the subconscious. therefore, i think that 
would be well received here.
• It is difficult to highlight one country, because 
if you look around, an african musician is almost 
never seen here, much less eastern people, rarely 
colombians… cubans are zero.
• Drawbacks: taxes, expensive tickets, the 
infrastructure as a whole make it complicated. so 
programmers do not like to risk too much. i brought an 
armenian pianist and had low public once, but for other 
musicians the venue was packed. you have to be prepared 
to take a risk.
• Press: in the past, it was possible to work very 
well with them. from about three years back it has 
been much hard to get good placements. in addition, we 
compete now with very large concerts all the time and 
with newspapers selling less. so it is more complicated 
than before.
• If it were possible to tour in each state it would be 
amazing, a great tour, but it is difficult to happen.
• São Paulo, Minas Gerais, Ceará (Jazz and Blues 
guaramiranga), pernambuco - maybe recbeat for some 
people who go. 
• BMW Festival – the music programme is 
amazing. 
• Touring - 6 shows, for example, makes them 
cheaper, costs-diluted. 
• Understanding the timing in Brazil – nothing 
planned ahead. We must understand that everything 
happens on time, not before. if you want to work with 
6-8 months planning before, it is unlikely you will do 
something here. 
• It helps a lot if their country pays for the flight 
tickets - it is a way of demonstrating that you are reducing 
the risk to the venue, sharing the costs. 
• Today we have many blogs and digital media that 
are producing good content. 
• Find a Scottish company and create a festival - do 
it once, people like, do it again. you can give workshops, 
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festival at sesc pompéia, and the event Jazz na fábrica 
(Jazz factory), also at sesc pompéia, which try to 
contemplate broader manifestations, not only american 
or french jazz; there’s mimo festival which presents 
some artists from outside. they are not focused on world 
music, but they program it as well.
• I went to the Balkans Music Festival and in a 
dance show/workshop, in between concerts, they had 
over 100 people learning to dance. there is an interest, as 
when they did it with turkey. but it is not a movement of 
World music.
• In the 70’s, 80’s, Ravi Shankar came because he 
was already successful.
• 15, 20 years ago an interest in world music 
began, but it had a boom in the 90’s/2000’s and then the 
movement lost strength.
• Folk in Scotland I guess is very strong, and has 
many groups that make beautiful music with violin, guitar, 
with hurdy-gurdy, scottish jazz. there is a brazilian 
musician who has lived there for 15 years, mario caribé, 
he probably knows a lot.
• World Music around the 90s was like a 
manifestation of the globalization era, where we could 
get in touch with the new. but in the end, it did not 
materialize. World music is not part of the brazilian 
imagination.
• The public is very open, but it is not easy to make 
them aware of the concert and actually make them go to 
it. but if they get there, they’ll watch and enjoy.
• The concept of World Music never really 
happened here. the singer fortuna had in the 2000s a 
World music festival, which ended in 2007 or 2008. in 
the 90s there was a ruth escobar theatre which put on 
traditional artists from uzbekistan, azerbaijan, china.
• In Europe everything was closer, where they have 
families who have maintained a minimum ghetto culture, 
musically, but here everything blended.
• We had some African artists like Salif Keita 
coming, but it was one event or another. brazil is far, it 
has high travel costs, and so on. When we go to europe, 

other activities that feature not only music. i think 
something bigger is better than bringing just one or two 
artists. also, be assertive in working with the media.

BEnJaMiM tauBkin 
são paulo – southeast; bahia – northeast

brazilian music has long been the playing field for this 
instrumentalist, arranger, composer, and producer. in 
his solo career or with his groups, benjamim has been 
performing in important venues and festivals in the uk, 
spain, france, portugal, colombia, venezuela, argentina, 
uruguay, canada, the us, korea, israel. 

since 1997, benjamim has run núcleo contemporâneo, 
an independent label and production company in brazil; 
and has been the music programmer of many festivals 
or music series such as mercado cultural da bahia 
(2001-2012) - a platform focused primarily on brazilian 
and latin american production; olinda Jazz, series in 
centro da cultura Judaica, and music programmer of 
europalia.brazil 2011. he is a member of the european 
forum of World music, and has been attending seminars 
and workshops worldwide, including Womex, babel med, 
music fest ny, mercat de música viva de vic (spain), 
Jazzahead! he was vice president of adime (ibero 
american association for the development of music).

address: rua padre cerda, 25 - alto de pinheiros, são 
paulo - sp, 05448-050
telephone: +55 (11) 3815-9714 
email: btaubkin@terra.com.br

• The Celtic culture is strong - comprises Ireland, 
scotland, galicia, estonia.
• There are many series of music that program 
something like world music, such as the balkan music 
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groups, making a residence with brazilian artists and 
touring in some cities - this can establish connections.
• Joe Ross did this in 2001 when she was at the 
british council, promoting a meeting between scottish 
and brazilian artists. they came here and then we went to 
scotland.
• It is more likely that the venues will receive the 
artists if they come with flight tickets, but it always better 
to have a good brazilian agent working on it as well.
• It’s important to take action in advance: get your 
own media and create your own audience.

pEna SChMiDt
são paulo – southeast

one of the most respected and experienced music 
producers, he is currently working as an independent 
consultant and curator after acting as music programmer 
for auditório do ibirapuera from 2005 to 2012); president 
of abmi - the brazilian association of independent music 
(2001 to 2003), and producer and artistic director in Wea 
records (1982-1991).

email: pena.schmidt@gmail.com 

• It is worth remembering that Brazilian Popular 
music, being World music, has extraordinary coverage in 
social networks, blogs and international websites.
• Artists from abroad will always be very well 
received, once they have a good show, a fan club, a 
competent agent that is willing to invest time and energy 
to build new audiences.
• As we are fans of this global music known as 
rock, and what is being done today by new scottish 
artists should be rock, i believe that they would have no 
problems in communicating with a local audience.
• Other genres also have space in Brazil: jazz-like 
instrumental music and improvised music have niche 
audiences, who know how to welcome international 

you end up doing more than one show, a project. here 
is south - if you bring someone from asia or africa, you 
have to go through europe.
• The World Music concept never existed 
here because we have our own World music - the 
maracatú, bumba meu boi, and so on. While the world 
was discovering world music in the ‘90s, brazil was 
discovering its own music. in the 70s and 80s, only 
folkloric researcher would know what traditional music in 
brazil was.
• We used to have Mercado Cultural da Bahia, 
but we are not sure if we will promote it again soon. but 
there, we had a big and open audience.
• Abrafim Festivals, Rede de Festivais - they are 
more rock oriented. recbeat has been doing more rock 
as well.
• I guess the artist will come, tour and 
unfortunately, there’s not much following this. but it 
happens all over the world – it’s difficult to maintain. 
maybe for 30 names, such as mayra andrade, salif keita, 
who has support behind them.
• It’s like a Western. It depends on their initiative as 
well, to get on the van and go.
• The media is not so open; it really has lost its way. 
they keep trying to guess what the next big thing will be, 
and to sell newspapers.
• SESC is interesting, and there’s always an 
audience as it is affordable and has other social activities; 
but it is not like really forming an audience.
• Although the festivals are not focused on world 
music, they do have some artists on the program with this 
profile. porto musical, festival garanhuns - but you need 
to have a local producer.
• I think institutions are another way, like SESC 
which brings 70-80 % of World music here.
• São Paulo is where we have more in numbers and 
a culturally diverse music program.
• A suggestion would be an action with the Scottish 
government, a cultural institute, to bring two or three 
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from scotland to play in brazil, offered to local producers 
in a structured manner, permanently, in order to generate 
circuits. the only way to achieve the coming of artists is 
to set up tours with many dates organised geographically, 
creating circuits. the scottish do not know the size of the 
territory and its peculiarities, so brazilian producers are 
required to make this work.
• The second thing would be to create a two-way 
policy. artists from scotland coming to brazil are only 
half way, the other half is the brazilian artists attending 
events in scotland and thus developing a mutual 
familiarity. the house of scotland could channel offerings 
to brazilian artists with a means to get there and provide 
a coordinated way to show buyers, programmers, 
theatres and stages, for brazilian artists to have a circuit 
open in scotland.
• The third part is guaranteeing money for return 
flights, because for unknown artists this is probably the 
only option. With tickets, they are competitive. local 
circuits in brazil can afford to pay a little fee, one per 
diem, a simple hotel and transfer to the next show 
location, when it’s not too far. this is no different from 
pubs, cultural centres or university theatre circuits that 
exist in europe and that the emerging brazilians and 
scottish attend.

MarCoS Souza
minas gerais and rio de Janeiro – southeast

marcos is pianist, composer of soundtracks for films 
and dance presentations, and also director of atelier 
cultural (since 1998). currently marcos souza manages 
the production department of “orquestra filarmônica de 
minas gerais”, as well as being curator of the villa-lobos 
music festival in rio de Janeiro. 

in 2009 he moved to amsterdam, where he produced 
concerts at the bimhius and at the roode bioscoop. he 
was an adviser of brazilian films at the beeld voor beeld 
film festival at the tropentheater. in 2010 he started his 

quality artists. classical music has more circuits and 
venues dedicated to this program. celtic music also, as 
it has been practised in some pubs; it could find space 
due to the broad interest that this genre has in brazil. 
because of the celtic influences, we have empathy for the 
genre.
• The audience is interested and open to the new.
• Nowadays, most music festivals in Brazil could 
be considered a variant of World music festivals that take 
place in europe. We have multinational and multicultural 
festivals, with some characteristics of style. you can 
have a festival considered to be of rock, but containing 
many artists with strands of popular music, and brazilian 
popular music is certainly a World music, if it excludes 
the music produced in the usa and uk. it is increasingly 
common to have latin american bands participating in 
festivals like this, making rock with regional ingredients 
and it is not uncommon to see european bands of 
celtic, balkan or gipsy origins also participating. recent 
examples are:
http://festivalbananada.com.br/ 
http://www.abrilprorock.info/
http://recbeat.com/recbeat2014/
• A possibility can be the midsize theatres, up to 
1,500 people, like the sesc and auditório ibirapuera 
and their counterparts in other cities, because they are 
mostly venues that receive subsidies and do not put on 
commercial artists. 
• Music festivals, as noted above, have no 
restrictions. still, there are a lot of smaller places in 
brazil where all these new artists could present, such 
as bars with stage, cultural centres, university theatres, 
etc. What limits the presentation of artists from other 
countries in this “non-commercial” circuit is simply the 
cost of travel and other expenses.
• I would recommend a program based on three 
things, all demanding public money to operate. this is not 
a move that the market can start:
• A place, a space, a House of Scotland, where 
brazilian producers can work proactively to put artists 
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abroad. there’s a general friendly sensibility here. 
• In Belo Horizonte there’s interest and space in 
the media; in rio de Janeiro it is very complicated. 
• In recent years some fantastic venues were 
created in belo horizonte. before, we had only palácio 
das artes, but today there are teatro bradesco at 
the minas tenis clube, a 600 seat theatre with great 
acoustics; also created this year,cine teatro brsil, a 1000 
seat venue; there is also sesc paladium (1300 seats), 
very active here, and also oi futuro, which will migrate 
to praça da liberade where there’s the memorial vale, 
which has a small theatre. outside belo horizonte there’s 
inhotim, a contemporary arts and cultural centre which 
also runs music programs (http://www.inhotim.org.br/
en/blog/tag/music-en/).
• At Palácio das Artes, Memorial Vale, Teatro 
e cine bradesco it is possible to submit projects 
and proposals; they have a music programmer and 
sometimes do partnerships.
• A Vereda Produções (http://www.
veredasproducoes.com.br/) is a great agency and music 
programmer, which has been doing projects like these for 
years. 
• Kuru Lima, a music agent very big in Minas, runs 
a music agency more for pop music.
• Ouro Preto and Mariana Winter Festivals, in 
July, have an interesting program, with concerts and 
workshops.  the program is selected by edital.
• I’m promoting music with dance, which interests 
me a lot. next year i want to do a fifteen-day event with 
brazilian and foreign musicians and dancers who will 
stay in one place together, like a residence, and then do a 
public performance.
• My suggestion is also that the Scottish know 
a little of our music; the particularity of each state, 
so they can see similarities that can mix. suggesting 
meetings and encounters can be a good start, and can 
give something very interesting - both in workshops or 
concerts or building instruments to exchange. When you 
talk about World music, i think about interchange.

masters’ degree in brazilian contemporary dance and 
piano at the codarts, and also produced a famous “choro”  
(a popular style of brazilian music, similar to samba) 
gathering called “roda de choro” at tia piripiri bar, both 
in rotterdam. as a cultural manager, he coordinated the 
project “instrumental sesc rio” for nine years. he also 
produced “novocine”, a brazilian film festival in spain, 
and was a marketing coordinator for an online music 
distributor for two years in madrid. in 2013 he worked 
as a producer on the project “improvisos” made by “oi 
futuro” in belo horizonte. many diverse theatre and 
dance companies participated in this project.
 
contact:
atelier cultural
telephone: 31 9885.6900 (mobile work) / 31 3219.9005 
(work)
email: ateliermarcos@gmail.com

• In Rio de Janeiro, there is the Baden Powel Hall, 
under the responsibility of the city hall; they’ve produced 
some interesting projects, but it is difficult to fill as it is a 
big venue. 
• A good journalist in Minas Gerais: Kiko Ferreira, 
who writes in the estado de minas gerais. 
• I think the audience here in Minas is very open; 
local artists are very generous, even more than the 
producers/promoters. 
• I think there is World Music in Brazil, especially 
here in minas gerais, because the local music (música 
mineira) is very influenced by the beatles. it is very 
strong, intrinsic, rock and beatles. something more folk 
falls nicely here. 
• The group Uakti who build their own instruments, 
they have a celtic influence in one of their cds – i-ching¬ 
– you can feel it in the flute and percussion; if there are 
some scottish artists who feel some identity with them, it 
could be a good collaboration. 
• There is a great openness to what comes from 
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• Throughout the year we also run a music 
programme called café com letras. 
• In Belo Horizonte people are open to welcome 
foreign artists. 
• Media reference in Minas Gerais: Estado de 
minas, o tempo e o dia. Journalists: kiko ferreira, 
eduardo girão, cínthya oliveira (o tempo) and mariana 
peixoto (estado de minas).
• The majority of the production here is promoted 
with public funds; so we start to have a large number of 
free events
• I don’t know much about the Scottish music.
• We try to bring artists to do more than one 
concert, as it becomes more viable
• Whether it is Jazz or World Music is not that 
relevant. the music must be good and make sense in the 
festival.
• I believe Savassi Festival also brings World 
music, but i try to build a consistent program, so i always 
consider if the mix of styles makes sense. Whether its 
Jazz or World music does not matter, i will listen to the 
music and see if it fits. 
• It’s hard to get in editals, but it is possible. 
• A festival needs to create a partnership network.

CEntrE-WESt 

anDErS hEntzE
brasília – centre-West

born in 1968, hentze is a danish drummer/percussionist/
producer/composer who has toured at international jazz 
festivals like montreal, newport, north sea, pori. hentze 
has played with artists like dewey redman, fred hersch, 
chris cheek, peter delano and the middle east peace 
orchestra. he formed the trans-genre duo Wazzabi with 
guitarist/producer thor madsen in 2005, touring the us 

• I think if you have a good consistent project, 
bringing elements of a country that brazil does not know, 
and if you are in the right places in each state, you will 
find possible spots. seeking the right partners, i believe it 
is possible. in minas, for example, together with the uakti 
at inhotim i am sure it would be possible. 
• Take things from here to there - a two-way street 
- the project can go beyond.
• SESC Palladium in Minas has an annual program 
and you can have a project and maybe they will pay all 
costs. inhotim has its own budget and if they get interest, 
they can pay.
• This year I am doing a partnership with Jacques 
figueras, bringing some names for a festival which i’m 
programming for november 2014. i’m opening a jazz 
festival that i want to mark on an official calendar of high 
level international attractions. the music agency pluras 
is my partner and it will be called full Jazz.
• I believe in the power of Scotland for a project, 
not in one single musician or another. but if you arrive 
with the support of the government - partnership with 
embassies and other professionals, i think is even more 
feasible.

Bruno GoLGhEr
minas gerais – southeast

music programmer and producer of café com letras, 
a music series project, and of savassi festival (savassi 
festival de Jazz e lounge).

email: bruno@cafecomletras.com.br 

• Savassi Festival runs in various styles, once the 
music makes sense, considering the whole aesthetic of 
the festival. this year, we will receive for the second time 
the american musician, chris Washburne, who has a 
cuban-african contemporary music big band.
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• The focus of the institute is a long-term 
investment to insert danish artists on the market here on 
commercial terms.
• Financial support from the country’s institutions 
helps a lot, because no one wants to take risks. maybe 
an sesc or a festival would do it. but it depends on what 
the purpose of coming here is:  to do something more 
embassy-like that works in the short-term, or to act from 
a long-term strategy. if it is the latter, you have to create 
a music program, promote workshops/meetings/talks, to 
spend some time in the country. you need to know what 
you want to achieve with it.
• Get contact with cultural centres, have a PR, and 
plan the entire project promotion.
• The opportunities I have had with the Danes here 
emerged from partnerships and collaborations.

northEaSt

MELina hiCkSon 
pernambuco – northeast

director of fina produção, and founder and director 
of porto musical, and international convention for 
music and technology in partnership with the astronave 
iniciativas culturais and Womex (editions in 2005, 2006, 
2007, 2009, 2011 and 2013). she was executive director 
of the abril pro rock festival from its 5th edition in 1997 
until the 17th edition in 2009, and associate director of 
astronave iniciativas culturais. 

manager of the singer-songwriter siba, since 2007, 
production director of mimo-international exhibition 
of music in olinda, 2007, 2008 and 2009, international 
development career of orquestra contemporânea de 
olinda, since 2009, executive producer of “orquestra 
contemporânea de olinda u.s. tour 2010” concerts at 
lincoln center, sob’s (nyc), kennedy center (Washington 

and europe and releasing the critically acclaimed album 
“na farofa” on the brazilian label yb music in october 
2013 www.wazzabi.net. 

graduated from the new school for social research, 
new york 1997, and rhythmic music conservatory, 
copenhagen 1992. 

• Festival Multiplicidades in Rio de Janeiro - art 
technology festival. it takes place in oi future and parque 
lage, is a big event. this year will be very focused on 
denmark - is very broad, with movies, music, dance 
performances, sound installations, dJs doing live sets 
and bridges between sound installation, electronic music 
and jazz. not much World music. 
• I work more with jazz, electronic and now sound 
art. 
• I haven’t seen many World Music festivals here. I 
think the term is very often used in a eurocentric or us-
centric way. it is like you have the american, european 
and then World music. but in any case, traditional 
scottish music can be considered World music here. 
• In Brasilia there is the Cena Contemporânea 
festival; and also satellite 061, but i think that would be 
more rock. 
• Venue: Casa Thomas Jefferson - They have the 
project sextas musicais (music on fridays), oi brasília, 
clube do choro (choro club) - they are more open now to 
other music.
• There’s less audience in Brasília than in São 
paulo. 
• Festivals: It depends a lot on the profile of the 
artists, what is their sound and how it fits here. the 
danish cultural institute has brought artists to rio and 
sao paulo. one thing that became clear is that brazilian 
partners from venues and festivals have to participate 
in the choice of the artists. it is an essential part. also, 
the danish institute invited its brazilian partners to visit 
festivals in denmark.
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great opportunity to network among programmers and 
producers who can foster great partnerships.
• I think every Brazilian state with export initiatives 
of brazilian music are more open to importing foreign 
music. they are: pernambuco, são paulo, rio grande do 
sul, minas gerais, brasília and goiás.
• I would suggest building a good music 
programme with two or three groups touring, for 
instance, in porto musical, sesc são paulo, a venue in rio 
de Janeiro, increasing the possibility of media coverage. 

Lu araúJo 
pernambuco – northeast; and rio de Janeiro and minas 
gerais - southeast

• Mimo festival started in Olinda, 11 years ago, 
mainly focused on instrumental music. but we have 
singers today as well, when they have something special 
to offer. it is an international festival. so every year we 
have artists from different countries.
• Three years ago we started to run the festival 
in ouro preto (state of minas gerais), and two years 
ago, in paraty (state of rio de Janeiro). it is a great 
success already. in 2014, the festival will also take place 
in tiradentes (state of minas gerais). ouro preto will 
happen in august, olinda in september, while paraty and 
tirandentes will take place in october.
• Apart from Olinda, the three other locations are 
very from the state capitals, something like 300-400 km. 
but the festival is a reference in brazil and abroad. its 
concerts are always packed. the problem is to deal with 
the amount of audience.
• The audience is formed by people of all ages, 
but young people are a strong presence. it is great to 
see them listening to instrumental music, brazilian and 
international, and to artists that they don’t know and have 
become interested in. h.
• It is a free ticket festival.

dc), rumba (chicago), tulane campus (new orleans), 
heneinken festival (miami), executive producer of 
orquestra contemporânea de olinda’s show at globalfest, 
2010, new york.

telephone: +55 11 30372531 / 96572531
email: melina.hickson@gmail.com 
Web: www.finaprodução.com or www.portomusical.com.
br 

• Porto Musical is biennial. This year we will do it in 
december 2014. it is always open to world music, but in a 
not great amount as it is expensive to have international 
artists. 
• There are programmers and producers 
interested in doing this kind of music here, so porto 
musical works as a showcase. 
• Brazil is more and more open to international 
music; you can notice it at the festivals, but it still remains 
very self-sufficient with its own music. 
• I do not understand much of Scottish/Celtic 
music, but i imagine it’s something more traditional. 
• The term world music is not really what we have 
today. today world music blends with rock, pop, and 
contemporary music. things are more and more mixed. 
• Network is all. Sometimes only for the music 
is not enough, no matter where it comes from. it is 
a difficult business, so exchanges and network can 
facilitate and make things happen.
• There is the SESC circuit, there’s Mimo Festival 
in olinda, abril pro rock, recbeat, coquetel molotov 
(pernambuco). there is a lot going on for international 
artists.
• I believe the best way to get to the Brazilian 
market is through the festivals and their promoters and 
producers. 
• When there is flight ticket support it helps a lot.
• Participation in the music fairs and festivals is a 
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for example, involves artistic collaborations between 
pernambuco and english artists. it works through a 
cultural centre in bristol, england.
• I do not see so many venues in Brazil for this 
more traditional music, except in themed festivals, or an 
institutional circuit such as sesc, or caixa cultural, or 
centro cultural banco do brasil.
• Another possibility could be something like 
“british council presents”, a festival in partnership with 
sesc. in these cases i believe that there is an audience in 
a city like são paulo, due to its magnitude. in other cities, 
i do not think there would be so much space for more 
traditional music.
• A level of entrepreneurship is required. 
the artist, band or producer, will have to enter an 
international market - from here to europe or the 
opposite - because it is really complicated to hire a van 
with driver and have all expenses paid. so, for example, 
the producer will have to drive, everyone has to help.
• To get this music in Brazil will depend on the 
level of connection you have, and so try to get air tickets 
with an institution like the british council or scottish 
arts, because if you need to use a local counterpart, very 
few contractors are able to pay 4 or 5 thousand reais, in 
addition to the tickets and other expenses.
• In the Northeast, there is Porto Musical - music 
and conference/ if a government support them, artists 
may have a chance, but it is not easy.

ivan FErraro
ceará – northeast

ivan ferraro is a music producer, president of prodisc 
- disc producers association of ceará - since 2002 and 
organises feira da música de fortaleza. prodisc is a civil 
society organization, a nonprofit organization founded in 
2001. among its objectives is the realization of cultural, 
technical and artistic events, the dissemination of culture 
and dissemination of music production in ceará. 

• Last year we had earned media worth around 10 
million reais.
• Developing partnerships to get flight tickets 
always helps a lot.
• I am the artistic director and André Oliveira 
works with me on the program. this year we are working 
with a foreign consultant as well, as we have almost 
fifty groups/artists performing at the festival. fernando 
souza, from casa da música in portugal, was invited, as 
he runs a great music program over there.
• In 2013 I was invited to participate at the Celtic 
connections and i really enjoyed the music. i was also 
invited this year, but i couldn’t go. andré oliveira went in 
my behalf and he got in touch with music documentaries 
over there. so we are also considering doing something 
with it.
• After this, I got to know much more about 
scottish music and therefore, this year, we are trying to 
bring to artists from scotland. one of them is lau. there 
are great opportunities for scottish music here in brazil.

pauLo anDrÉ
pernambuco – northeast

music producer paulo andré is also musical projects 
curator and former careers manager of dJ dolores, 
mundo livre s/a in brazil and chico science. he is 
member of fba - festivais brasileiros associados https://
www.facebook.com/festivaisbrasileiros. he runs abril 
pro rock festival and porto musical, an international 
conference for music and technology. paulo was one of 
the first brazilian music producers to travel to Womex, 
which is connected today to the porto musical in recife, 
and was a member of Womex 2010 Jury.

email:pauloandre@astronave.org 
• In Brazil, jazz festivals are very traditional and 
might be more open to world music
• Artistic collaborations can be an interesting way 
to increase network and possibilities. playable cities, 
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• Others: Bananada (Goiânia), Calango (Mato 
grosso), encontro de culturas tradicionais (chapada dos 
veadeiros - alto paraíso, goiás), varadouro (acre), etc.
• Audience in the Northeast is very curious about 
the rest of the world and always treats foreign artists very 
well.
• Our festival - Feira da Música - has a good space 
in the local media. here the media is closer.
• Northeast has many hidden possibilities. We want 
artists to get together, network and meet each other.
• Cultural Centres: Centro Dragão do Mar, where 
feira takes place, centro da caixa cultural, bnb, 
prefeitura (city hall) has an intense cultural program.

feira da música de fortaleza was one of his first 
initiatives - it was the first independent music fair to 
begin in brazil and has different sponsors. 

email: ivanfeira@gmail.com

• Feira da Música (Music Fair) - 13th edition - 
creative economy in the music field. it is attended by 
around 500 professionals.
• We bring discussion of culture and creative 
economy to brazil. our music fair is a meeting place for 
business divided into three parts:
o products and services fair
o festival: We have instrumental music stage, 
rock stage, and brazilian independent music, hip hop or 
reggae. We help with hotel, food and transfer costs, but 
no air ticket. it varies from 40 to 80 music groups.
o conferences - a place for debate and discussion 
about music, music trends, politics and communication.
o inscriptions: edital open online / tnb tool. 
any group (national or international) can apply. it 
usually opens in January till march and we confirm the 
participants in June. the event happens in august.
• In a way Feira da Música is a World Music event 
- for foreigners it is clear that World music is something 
which is not pop, jazz, rock. a created term to classify 
other styles. in brazil, all our music would be World 
music in that sense, but it is not, because we have bossa 
nova, samba, mpb, all very well classified styles. for 
brazil, it is difficult to understand what World music is. 
therefore, brazil has many styles that could fit in.
• We present musicians from around the world - 
we don’t have a very strong promotion, but we have had 
participation from argentina, france, germany, portugal, 
cape verde, mexico etc.
• Brazil is hybrid - festivals in general bring a little 
bit of all, diverse cultures.
• Festivals I can mention: Abril Pro Rock, Mimo, Se 
rasgum, recbeat, porto musical, in pernambuco.
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for instance, has the main tv channel in brazil, one of 
the main newspapers “o globo”, in rio de Janeiro and 
the editora globo, which has sixteen magazines in its 
portfolio.  

in addition, reporters are not specialists in brazil, they 
are generalists. so, it is difficult to find a reporter that 
really understands and knows a lot about culture or 
music. they change section often and new journalists 
enter the media every month, so it gets even more 
complicated to become specialized. there are a few 
important names in the cultural media scene, but 
they also write about different subjects and cannot be 
considered real specialists about music.

as mentioned above, due to the complexity to place 
quality news, it is important to work with a pr that knows 
the media and its processes, and to talk to the venue or 
festival pr agency in order to create a communication 
strategy together.

basic reQuirements for Journalists to 
published neWs in brazil: 
 current topic / novelty / originality 
 amplitude / public interest 
 accuracy of information 
 impartiality

brazilian media in numbers:
 3,080 daily newspapers
 2,380 magazines
 3,555 radio stations
 9 open tv channels
 102 cable tv channels
 2,255 websites
 188 national and international news agencies

3.2. MEDia 

media in brazil has a particular way of disseminating 
news. brazilian mass media is highly focused on print 
and broadcast media, and now in the digital and social 
media that has been growing but does not yet have the 
same relevance as the first two. people go online, share 
thoughts and write or comment in blogs, but a research 
commissioned by secretaria de comunicação social da 
presidência da república (the presidency secretary of 
social communication) and conducted by ibope, showed 
that 47% of interviewees that use press media to get 
information trust in the content always or most of the 
time, 42% tv, 42% radio, 36% magazines, 23% sites, 22% 
social media and 19% blogs.

the particularity comes when you decide to release your 
news. similar printed presses, such as culture sections 
in the main newspapers and culture magazines, are 
competitors, which means that if you offer the same news 
to everyone (in a press conference or through a press 
release), probably you will end up getting many little 
websites and no qualitative reportage. unfortunately, as 
the media is always competing to have the best, the first 
or the most complete news, it is important to create the 
most suitable communication strategy in order to get the 
best results.

a good alternative is, for instance, to give news first 
hand to an influential column or journalist of a chosen 
newspaper before sending the press release to all media. 
in this way, the possibility of getting a good reportage 
with full information, interview and photo is much higher. 
after the reportage is placed, the press release can then 
go to all media to guarantee a few more placements. 

brazilian media is complicated and highly competitive, 
because “it is normal for a single group to control several 
types of outlets, forming so-called “media empires” 
(pr newswire White paper cracking brazil).  globo, 
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 rio de Janeiro: o globo, o dia and extra
 minas gerais: estado de minas
 distrito federal: correio braziliense
 rio grandes do sul: zero hora
 paraná: gazeta do povo
 bahia: a tarde
 ceará: diário do nordeste

timing:
from 5pm every day they start to close the news in order 
to send it to print. so from this time it is not advisable to 
get in touch with journalists as they are under pressure 
to hit tight deadlines. reporters usually write about 
different topics in the same section and they usually take 
about three days maximum to write a special reportage.

3.2.1. print

neWspapers
despite the advance of new media - especially social 
media - print newspapers continue to be very important, 
as people report trust in this type of news. the main 
characteristic of this type of media is the strong 
credibility it has, it echoes themes and fosters debates; 
they give more space to great reportage, and they seek to 
offer a differentiated approach to readers. 

in brazil, the five main newspapers have together a 
circulation of two million newspapers per day. each state 
has its most popular and important one:
● são paulo: folha de s. paulo, o estado de são 
paulo, valor econômico (economic) and metro and destak 
(free daily)

source: max press (may 2014)
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health, men’s health
 science: galileu, superinteressante, mundo 
estranho
 business: exame, Época negócios, istoÉ 
dinheiro, você s/a
 female: claudia, marie claire, elle, lola, uma, 
gloss, nova, vogue, tpm
 male: vip, playboy
 celebrities: caras, Quem, contigo

the specialized magazines are focused on a specific 
audience, understand market differences and have more 
journalists knowledgeable in the market they are working 
on.

timing:
 Weekly: starts to close on Wednesdays
 fortnightly: closes each 10 days
 monthly: closes one or two months before

magazines 
the major publishers are mostly located in são paulo, 
and many of them are targeted to the female reading 
audience. among weekly magazines, veja by group abril 
ranks highest, being the most influential magazine in the 
country. veja publishes articles on politics, economics, 
culture, behaviour, world events, entertainment and 
international conflicts. it deals with topics such as 
technology, ecology and religion with certain regularity. 
it has recurring sections on cinema, television, practical 
literature, music and guides on diverse subjects. 
however, it is very difficult to get an article published 
as the competition for a space is high. they have a 
circulation of more than one million weekly. 

together with veja, there is vejinha, a complete focus 
on consumers who are looking for the best attractions 
in the city.  it is the magazine for sao paulo.  in addition 
to covering what is most relevant in the life of sao paulo 
and its inhabitants, vejinha is committed to providing the 
reader with reports and a Weekly guide, the best options 
for entertainment, leisure, programs and services. there 
is a higher chance of getting coverage in vejinha.

magazines can bring better results as the reportage is 
deeper in terms of detail and analysis. they also look 
for first hand news, so it is important to consider talking 
to them around a month and half in advance, as they 
need time to schedule publication. in the case of weekly 
magazines, around one or two weeks before the date 
should be sufficient.
 
other important magazines, by themes:
 general subjects: veja, Época, istoÉ, carta 
capital
 culture: rolling stone, serafina (monthly 
magazine inside folha de s. paulo newspaper), time out 
são paulo
 health: saúde é vital!, viva saúde, Women’s 

source: max press (may 2014)
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sites in brazil vs unique visitors (white) and daily average 
(blue)

important Websites for culture:
 all national media have websites and cultural 
or entertainment sections, such as uol - http://
entretenimento.uol.com.br/,http://www1.folha.uol.com.
br/ilustrada/, http://www.estadao.com.br/cultura/ 
 uia diário: daily cultural program - http://www.
uiadiario.com.br/ 
 catraca livre: a journalistic project designed to 
help cities to be more hospitable, welcoming and creative. 

3.2.2. onLinE 

the internet has an extremely important role in brazil, 
with more than 105 million brazilians connected, 
according to a study conducted by the ibope media . the 
study covers people with web access in any environment 
(home, work, internet cafes, schools, public places and 
other locations). 

the increase is mainly focused on internet users who 
connect at home or at work. people with access to at least 
one of these two environments totalled 79.5 million in the 
second quarter of 2013, an increase of 3.8% over the 76.6 
million recorded in the months of may, June and July.

the upward mobility of the so-called c social class 
(lower middle class - 61%) in brazil is the main 
driver of increased access to the internet. among the 
favourite websites for brazilians are social networks 
and web portals, such as uol, terra and ig, as well as 
employment, maps, tourism and classified advertisement 
websites. also, inevitably, all newspapers and magazines 
have a digital version and their websites work as an 
information centre as well, with news being replicated 
and disseminated in alternative format.

social media is extremely important in brazil, as the 
figures show: 98% of brazilians access at least one social 
media site/platform, which means 89 million users. 
54% of these spend at least 30 hours per week on social 
media, 62% access through their mobiles. 
in 2013:
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the most important role of a community is to generate 
talent. they have a special focus on culture, but also 
select the best free daily opportunities (or with popular 
prices) in various services in the metropolitan region of 
são paulo and rio de Janeiro, covering education, sports, 
consumer, labour, health and entrepreneurship. it reveals 
characters, trends and projects, anywhere in the world, 
to inspire innovative and inclusive community solutions. 
http://catracalivre.com.br/sp/ 

how people in brazil consume media:
source: comscore media metrix, may 2013

blogs
brazil is leader in interest for blogs. segundo a pesquisa 
elaborada pela a boo-box, em parceria com a navegg. 
no primeiro trimestre de 2012 foi levantado dados sobre 
o perfil da audiência dos blogs brasileiros, cerca de 
80 milhões de pessoas no brasil acompanham blogs 
e os principais nichos estão humor e entretenimento. 
infographic about blogs audience:
http://imagens.boo-box.com/br/2012/06/infografico_
final_2012.jpg?utm_source=paywithatweet&utm_
medium=twitter&utm_campaign=infogr%c3%a1fico 
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tv, open to all citizens and free of charge, and cable tv 
(paid tv), when users pay a fee a set-top box is installed 
in the users house giving access to hundreds of national 
and international channels. the growth in the number 
of pay tv subscribers was 3.9% in the third quarter of 
2013. compared to the same period, 2012 growth reached 
14.4%. 

netWork tv (open)
 rede globo (4th largest in the world)
 rede record
 sbt
 rede tv!
 bandeirantes
 cultura
 tv brasil

paid tv (cable)
 globosat: globonews, gnt, sportv,  futura
 multishow
 Warner channel, fox, disney, discovery
 news: recordnews, bandnews, espn, bbc, cnn

the folloWing tv programs are a possible 
target for culture and music:
 tv cultura: metrópolis and cultura livre
 globonews: studio i
 gnt:

radio
radio also has relevant penetration in brazilian lives. 
according to the last census conducted by ibge in 2010, 
81.4% of brazilian homes have radio. there are more 
than 3,555 radio stations throughout brazil.
important radio stations in brazil:

a few examples:
 http://www.amusicoteca.com.br/ (more than 
56,000 likes)
 http://www.monkeybuzz.com.br/ (more than 
52,000 likes)
 http://www.noize.com.br/ (more than 40,000 
likes)
 http://soma.am/ (more than 38,000 likes)
 http://www.rocknbeats.com.br/ (more than 
31,000 likes)
 http://miojoindie.com/ (more than 29,000 likes)
 http://www.collectorsroom.com.br/ (more than 
11,000 likes)
 http://rollingstone.uol.com.br/blogs/musica-
popular-brasileira/ (more than 10,000 likes)
 http://fitabruta.com.br/ (more than 6,000 likes)
 http://www.digestivocultural.com/blog/ (almost 
5,000 likes)
 http://namiradogroove.com.br/ (more than 4,000 
likes)
 http://www.culturaalternativa.net/ (more than 
2,000 likes)
 http://vagnerpittamagazine.blogspot.com.br/ 
(more than 200 likes)

3.2.3 tv/radio

television
television is the communications medium with the 
greatest coverage and the strongest appeal for the 
population. currently, more than 95% of brazilian homes 
have television sets and, despite the fact that the internet 
is potentially a direct competitor of televised media, the 
influence that television has on brazilian society is still 
very obvious .

there are two formats of television in brazil: network 
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• Scottish and Celtic music - generally, we don’t 
have much knowledge here. most festivals are blues, jazz, 
or go to the pop and rock style. i write more about jazz 
and blues.
• The World Music concept is complicated; it is too 
vague. cuban salsa, brazilian samba, and argentinean 
tango - they can be considered World music in various 
countries, but they are completely different music. i 
understand it helps to place the cd in a shop on a record 
company, but it is too generic.
• SESC has room - they had World Music Festival, 
produced by fortuna, and mawaca group receiving other 
artists.
• I think Mimo is one of the festivals with more 
opportunities to do it so - open and eclectic.
• Opportunities at Festivals depend on how much 
they are open to it. in the 90s, festivals opened to cuban 
and caribbean music, there are moments to this or that.
• To get more chances and space, it will also 
depend on who are the curators.
• I’m always curious about new artists. I would for 
sure listen to new scottish artists if they came.

itamar dantas - album itaú cultural e cultura e 
mercado website (sp)

Journalist and a graduate in technological aesthetics, 
itamar has been working as a cultural journalist and 
photographer since 2009. he has contributed to the pro 
guitar and sax & metals and magazines for música & 
mercado and cultura & mercado & sites. currently, he is 
one of the content curators of the site album itaú cultural 
(http://albumitaucultural.org.br).

contact: itamardo@gmail.com

• We have small venues throughout Brazil for 

 cbn
 Jovem pan
 bandeirantes
 estadão espn (antiga eldorado)
 cultura
 eldorado
 nova fm
possible programs:
 patrícia palumbo (vozes do brasil)
 roberta martinelli (cultura livre)
 felipe de paula (programmer at rádio eldorado)
 rodrigo James (artistic director of webradio oi 
fm)

intervieWs

carlos calado - folha de s. paulo (ilustrada e special 
edition once a month) / valor econômico

carlos calado is a brazilian journalist and music critic. 
he writes for folha de s.paulo newspaper since 1986, as 
music critic, and collaborates with valor econômico and 
o tempo (mg) newspapers. before turning to journalism 
he worked as a musician (saxophonist). as a reporter and 
critic, he has covered dozens of music festivals in north 
america, europe, the caribbean and africa. in the ‘90s, he 
produced and presented the radio program “What’s new: 
a touch of Jazz”. in 2000, he was musical consultant 
and screenwriter of the documentary the inside out 
bossa, directed by roger gallo. from 2000 he served as 
curator of musical projects for various units of the sesc 
são paulo: “prata da casa” (sesc pompéia, 2000-2003), 
“sotaques do samba” (sesc vila mariana, 2004), “popular 
ou brega?” and “romântico ou cafona?” (sesc ipiranga, 
2004-2005), “da malandragem à pilantragem” (sesc 
pompéia, 2006).

contact: calado@uol.com.br
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merging, reinventing themselves. therefore, space, 
paradoxically, for World music increased and decreased. i 
see more columns in the media now about world music in 
brazil.
• I confess I do not follow the movement of Scottish 
music. i’ve done some reviews of celtic music artists. i 
think susan boyle, annie lennox, ian anderson, gerry 
rafferty, shirley manson (of garbage) are some artists 
born in scotland, but i do not believe that this is the target 
of your work. if some scottish artists came here, i would 
be pleased to watch.
• I do not see space in the media for specific 
columns, but i see more stories about music from other 
countries that were once rare.

this type of music. i believe if you have a good promoter/
producer or pr it is likely to gain attention in the media.
• Circuit SESC is an option. Doing collaborations 
with brazilian artists is a path that has been laid by 
musicians and ends up attracting attention. 
• Group Street Meat, a Canadian group that played 
here, did a circuit playing on the streets and venues. they 
didn’t make much money but they covered their costs and 
exposed their music. 
• Media: it helps if the group finds good 
collaboration. tony allen played with metá metá (a 
brazilian group). this enhances the possibilities with the 
media and the audience. it can become a really unique 
and special work, and it is easier to get the journalists’ 
interest.
• If I see a group from Scotland coming to Brazil 
and playing with an artist that i know here, i think it will 
be easier to get my attention. 
• Clash of cultures is very interesting to keep the 
music in movement.

kiko ferreira (minas gerais - belo horizonte/bh) - 
Journalist
music critic for o estado de minas newspaper, culture 
columnist of mercado comum magazine, music 
commentator in the  movimento program (tv ufmg), 
artistic director of rádio ufmg educativa and tv ufmg, 
and  collaborator in several projects in the cultural area, 
such as bdmg instrumental, vozes do morro and others. 
he recently assumed artistic directorship for the 2nd 
virada cultural de bh.

• We check out the festivals’ movements in 
magazines like mojo, rolling stone and other sites like 
pitchfork. 
• I think the term World Music no longer means 
as much today as it meant twenty years ago. With 
globalization “world music” became the song of the 
whole world here and now. the labels are breaking up, 
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to download the full report: http://www.ifpi.org/
downloads/digital-music-report-2014.pdf 

about vinyl 
in contacting david mcloughlin, who represents the 
institution bma - brasil music exchange - he mentioned 
research  conducted by them about the music industry 
in 2012. he said the research says: “besides the major 
multinational record companies, there were about 340 
independent recording companies in activity, some 
of them big companies (such as som livre, deckdisc, 
biscoito fino, indie, atração), medium sized with more 
than fifty titles in the catalogue (albatroz, azul, dabliú, 
mcd, rob digital, st2, visom and others) and the great 
majority of small ones, united in two associations: the 
abpd – brazilian association of record producers (the 
majors and a few big national companies), and the abmi 
– brazilian association of independent music (currently 
consisting of 100+ independent record companies).”

abmi
 
the abmi was founded in 2002 by independent record 
labels from the need to coordinate and mobilize the 
music industry. With the turnaround of the market, 
the organization’s role has grown in importance and it 
became the largest association of record companies in 
brazil, bringing together producers and artists that are 
now owners of their music content through their own 
record companies.
 
the vast catalogue of its members covers a wide variety 
of musical styles and represents, in the brazilian market, 
the largest share of current music production.

according to david, the research highlights say: 
 although its members are record labels, 
many generate their principal revenues through other 
activities, whether it be cultural projects, recording or 

in its annual report, international federation of the 
phonographic industry - ifpi , released in march 2014, 
the federation reported significant growth in the digital 
music market in brazil in 2013. 

according to the report: “in 2013, sales of cds, dvds and 
blu-rays with musical content in audio and audiovisual 
fell by 15.5% in brazil, with companies that report 
statistics for abpd billed r$ 237,752,707.56 in wholesale 
values retail. out of this revenue, 66.36% corresponded to 
sales of brazilian repertoire, 30.63% international music 
and 3.01% classical music. also from this total, 66.36% 
were represented by cds (audio) and 33.64% by dvds and 
blu-ray (audiovisual)”.

the winner of last year’s sales were: padre marcelo 
rossi, roberto carlos, paula fernandes (listed with three 
separatet products), anitta, luan santana, damares, 
padre reginaldo manzotti and one direction.

in the foreign market, ifpi report showed that digital 
music sales already account for 39% of the market 
worldwide. in brazil, the percentage is similar: 36.49%. 
the report shows that revenue from the sale and 
licensing of music in the digital arena grew 4.3% in 2013, 
compared to 2012 - the increase is primarily driven by 
51% growth in streaming (instantaneous transmission, no 
need to download).
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albatrozmusic.com.br
 Building Records • São Paulo / SP: www.
buildingrecords.com
 Caco Discos • Salvador / BA: www.cacodiscos.
com.br
 Canal Brasil S/A • São Paulo/SP: www.
canalbrasil.com.br
 CD Promo • Rio de Janeiro - RJ
 Chantecler  • Barueri / SP: www.chantecler.com.
br
 Chita Produções • São Paulo / SP: www.
chicocesar.com.br
 CID • Rio de Janeiro / RJ: www.cid.com.br
 Circuito Musical • São Paulo / SP: www.
circuitomusical.com
 Codimuc • Cachoeira Paulista / SP: www.
codimuc.com.br
 Comando SD • São Paulo/SP: www.comandosd.
com.br
 Cooperarte • Salvador / BA: www.cooper-arte.
com
 Cooperativa de Música • São Paulo / SP: www.
cooperativademusica.com.br
 Copa Music • São Paulo / SP: copa.music@terra.
com.br
 Coqueiro Verde Records • Rio de Janeiro / RJ: 
www.coqueiroverderecords.com.br
 Crowley Broadcast  • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.
crowley.com.br
 Dabliú • São Paulo / SP: www.dabliudiscos.com.
br
 Delira Música • Teresópolis / RJ: www.
deliramusica.com
 Diamond Records • Rio de Janeiro / RJ: www.
diamondrecords.com.br
 DN Music • Fortaleza / CE: www.dnmusic.com.br
 Editora Cavi • São Paulo/SP: www.clubedoaudio.

production. as elsewhere, record sales are weak. to find 
a licensing partner in brazil is difficult but not impossible. 
borandá recently closed a deal to represent ecm. 
 most leading indie labels also have their own 
sales and distribution, while many of the smaller labels 
and independent artists use the services of tratore (www.
tratore.com.br). increasingly, cd manufacturers are also 
providing distribution services.
 another increasing source of revenue is 
partnerships with brands and marks, offering “free” 
music in exchange for a percentage of the sales of the 
product.
 
abmi members 

 11:11 Music & Arts • São Paulo/SP: 
www.1111musicarts.com.br
 Allegretto  • São Paulo/SP: www.allegretto.art.br
 Art Solução • Fortaleza / CE: www.midiadobrasil.
com.br 
 Arte Brasil Produções • Osasco/SP: http://www.
artebrasilproducoes.com.br
 Astral Music • Rio de Janeiro / RJ: www.
astralmusic.com.br
 Atração Fonográfica  • São Paulo/SP: www.
atracao.com.br
 Azul Music • São Paulo/SP: http://www.
azulmusic.com.br
 Banda Paralela • São Paulo / SP: www.
bandaparalela.com.br
 Biscoito Fino  • Rio de Janeiro / RJ: www.
biscoitofino.com.br
 Blues Time Records • Rio de Janeiro / RJ: www.
bluestimerecords.com
 BMGV Music • São Paulo / SP: www.bmgv.com.br
 Borandá  • São Paulo/SP: www.boranda.com.br
 Bossa 58 • Rio de Janeiro / RJ: www.
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 Matanay • Matanay; www.matanay.com
 MCD • São Paulo/SP: www.mcd.com.br
 MCK • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.carloslyra.com
 MD Music • São Paulo/SP: www.mdmusic.com.br
 Mills Records • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.
millsrecords.com.br
 Movieplay • São Paulo/SP: www.movieplay.com.
br
 MTI Music & Video • São Paulo/SP: www.mti-
enter.com
 Muralha Records • Salvador/BA
 Musickeria • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.musickeria.
com.br
 MZA Music • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.mzamusic.
com.br
 Nanys CDs • São Paulo/SP: www.nanycds.com.br
 Núcleo Contemporâneo  • São Paulo/SP: www.
nucleocontemporaneo.com.br
 Orquestra de Bolso • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.
orquestradebolso.com.br
 Palavra Cantada • São Paulo/SP: www.
palavracantada.com.br
 Pinocchio Music • Barueri/SP: www.
pinocchiomusic.com.br
 Pleimo.com  • São Paulo/SP: www.pleimo.com
 Pôr do Som • São Paulo/SP: www.pordosom.com.
br
 Quitanda • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.biscoitofino.
com.br
 Radar Records • São Paulo/SP
 Ram Music • São Paulo/SP
 Revivendo • Curitiba/PR: www.revivendomusicas.
com.br
 Rob Digital • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.robdigital.
com.br
 Roland Brasil • São Paulo - SP: www.roland.com.
br

com.br
 EDM2001 • São Paulo/SP: www.edm2001.com.br
 Eldorado • São Paulo / SP: www.eldoradodiscos.
com.br
 Estrela do Mar • Salvador / BA: www.
margarethmenezes.com.br
 Evidências Music • Campinas / SP: www.chex.
com.br
 F3 Empreendimentos Artísticos • Rio de Janeiro / 
rJ; www.f3ea.com.br
 Fina Flor Venda e Distribuição • Rio de Janeiro/
rJ: www.finaflor.art.br/finaflordistribuidora
 Fine Music • São Paulo / SP: www.finemusic.com.
br
 Fonomídia • Porto Alegre/RS: www.fonomidia.
com.br
 Galeão • São Paulo/SP
 Gravadora Vertical • Caxias do Sul / RS: www.
gravadoravertical.com.br
 GRV Produções • Brasilia/DF: www.grv.art.br
 Guanabara Records • São Paulo / SP: www.
guanabararecords.com.br
 Gvianna Produções Culturais • Belo Horizonte/
mg: www.geraldovianna.com
 iMusica • Rio de Janeiro: http://imusicacorp.com.
br/
 Kalamata • Campinas / SP: www.kalamata.com.
br
 Kuarup Música • São Paulo/SP: www.kuarup.
com.br
 Lab 344 • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.lab344.com.br
 LD5 Entretenimento • São Paulo/SP: http://www.
ld5.com.br
 Lua Music • São Paulo / SP: www.luamusic.com.
br
 Luar Music • São Paulo/SP: www.luarmusic.com.
br
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vinyl
another interesting finding is the growth of sales of vinyl 
in brazil, something that according to the research has 
followed a global movement. in brazil there is only one 
factory producing vinyl, polysom, which according to o 
globo newspaper, began operating at a profit of 13.55% in 
2012. yet, according to the report, “more and more artists 
are investing to launch in this format, and e-commerce 
website mercado livre recorded in the last 12 months an 
increase of 6% from sales of vinyl (which now account 
for 27% of the volume of the music industry); large 
bookstores increased their collection of lps .

streaming Websites
 rdio 
 deezer
 spotify - still not deployed 

 s de samba ª são paulo/sp: www.sdesamba.
com.br
 Saladesom • Centro/RJ: www.saladesom.com.br
 Sambatá • São Paulo/SP: www.gugastroeter.com.
br
 Sol do Meio Dia • São Paulo/SP
 Som Livre • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: http://www.
somlivre.com.br
 Spectra • São Paulo/SP: www.spectranova.com.
br
 ST2 Records • São Paulo/SP: www.st2.com.br
 Star Gallery/Libra Music • São Paulo-SP
 Strings & Music • Ribeirão Pires/SP: www.
stringsemusic.com.br
 Substancial Music • São Paulo/SP: http://www.
substancialmusic.com.br
 Super Reds • São Paulo/SP: www.superreds.
com.br
 TJB Empreendimentos Artísticos • São Paulo/SP: 
http://www.jazzband.com.br
 Tratore • São Paulo/SP: www.tratore.com.br
 União das Claves Produções Artísticas • Rio de 
Janeiro: http://www.uniaodasclaves.com.br
 US Madureira Records • Rio de Janeiro/RJ
 USA Discos • Porto Alegre/RS: www.usadiscos.
com.br
 Viola Urbana Produções • Belo Horizonte/MG: 
www.violaurbana.com
 Visom Digital • Rio de Janeiro/RJ: www.
visomdigital.com.br
 Volare Music Production • Rio de Janeiro/RJ
 Winer disk ª são paulo/sp
 yb • São Paulo/SP: www.yb.com.br
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programmers and journalists that festivals are more 
dedicated to rock, pop and indie - whether in brazil or 
outside. With this bias, there are a great number of big 
mainstream festivals, such as lollapalloza, rock in 
rio, for example, and nowadays, in brazil, a series of 
independent festivals that present a more alternative 
music programme, including international artists, but 
still with a clear choice of rock / pop, afro rhythms, latino 
or electronic music. 

With this profile, we list some festivals below:
abril pro rock (pe), goiania noise festival (go), porão 
do rock (df), rec beat (pe), el mapa de todos (rs), 
mada (rn), primeiro campeonato mineiro de surfe (bh), 
psycho carnival (pr), casarão (ro), gig rock (rs), pmW 
(to), 53 hc music fest (bh), tendencies (to), demo sul 
(pr) and eletronika (bh). 

and also, the majority of festivals linked to the rede 
independente de festivais (independent network of 
festivals).  

With this overview, we can see that the festival circuit 
that comprises traditional world music is much more 
of a niche and few in number. although world music 
is not their main focus, the festivals referenced in this 
research usually include in their music program, one 
act of world music each year. they are relevant events in 
terms of production quality, audience and media reach. 
these festivals are part of the current music scene 
and a professional circulation and network with media, 
sponsors and government. 

it is important to list a few comments on the brazilian 
music market particularities:

• it’s very common to see professionals who are 
programmers, but also act as independent agent or 
producers;

after conducting several interviews and gathering data 
about festivals, concert series, cultural centres and 
concert halls in brazil, particularly in the capitals, which 
have the country’s relevant musical scene, it is fairly clear 
to see that, indeed, the concept of World music has not 
been assimilated nor fully represented throughout brazil 
as it is in europe. 

some interviewees commented that the term began to 
appear in brazil in the mid ‘80s-’90s, up until the ‘2000s, 
but then lost steam and now there isn’t really a festival 
with this focus. 

one of the reasons already mentioned at the beginning of 
the research is the fact that the term has always seemed 
a bit confusing to producers/programmers and to the 
public; however, it is important to understand that during 
this same period some important music developments 
occurred in brazil, which contributed or are still 
contributing to the lack of World music festivals in the 
country. they are:

• brazil has had always a strong music industry, 
both nationally and locally. there is popular music in all 
states, which handle most of the music market in the 
country, such as the axé, forró universitário, country 
music, techno brega etc;
• the traditional music of brazil from various 
states and communities also began to be “discovered”, 
which inspired us to look into our own country for a 
more alternative music market. among them, there are 
rhythms such as maracatu, ciranda, coco, samba de 
roda etc.;
• brazil has become part of the circuit of 
international artists from all kinds of music, encouraging 
artists to come here and also the creation of festivals of 
all genres and musical styles.

today, there is a widespread feeling by producers, 
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(editais) that only brazilian producers can propose. 
a local agent also facilitates the development of a 
communication plan with the media and the promotion of 
the event
• promoting a themed festival with artists of the 
country, in cities like sao paulo and one or two cities 
more, increases the chances of generating greater 
impact in the media and in the perception of these artists 
throughout brazil
• promoting regular events of scottish artists, 
every two months, for instance
• promote concerts, but also workshops, talks or 
videos to promote a greater exchange between foreign 
and brazilian audience
• identify brazilian artists who have a similar 
music style, to make collaborations in concerts, 
recordings, videos or experiences that broaden the 
potential audience as well as future developments
• promote exchange between scottish artists 
touring in brazil and brazilian artists touring in scotland, 
mutually.

to conclude the document, from the interviews and 
survey, we highlight below the states that we believe are 
most relevant for opportunities and consequences of 
artists linked to world music - and the possible paths at 
each location:

SouthEaSt

são paulo

são paulo has been and remains the most relevant city to 
receive international artists in music series or festivals. 
it offers several cultural centres and small and medium-
sized venues. the city has been the protagonist for a very 

• many festivals are held by the government or 
largely funded by public funds, and it ends up placing a 
greater focus on brazilian music;
• there are fewer festivals with programmers, 
instead of open calls (editais), but, in general, due to 
bureaucracy and uncertainty regarding sponsorship 
(sometimes only confirmed one month before the 
festival), the music program is confirmed with very short 
notice, making it difficult to organize tours in brazil. it is 
worth noting that even brazilian artists can’t easily tour 
all over the country;
• due to a great proportion of festivals being 
promoted with public funds, the tickets are usually free. 
What is an advantage for the audience can be tricky for 
an independent producer, who faces major challenges 
when failing to attract sponsorship, weakening the direct 
relation between paying for their festival with the box 
office.

although the scenario seems very challenging, we notice 
that most of the festivals follow ongoing; there are ups 
and downs, but they remain firm. mimo festival, for 
instance, continually grows. there is consensus that the 
brazilian audience is very open and regularly attends 
concerts and cultural events. but publicity and media 
reach remains another challenge, and the mainstream 
media increasingly give less space for non-commercial 
music, though the segmented media through social 
networks and blogs can generate greater impact.

paths

interviewees also provided suggestions for possible 
actions to get gigs and generate a consistent impact on 
music from other countries, which we list below:

• get one or more local producers who may act as 
agents of international artists with brazilian institutions 
like the sesc, or who may participate on the open calls 
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the other facilities are 
• carmo
• interlagos
• itaquera
• osasco
• santo amaro
• são caetano
• santo andré
• cinesesc (only cinema program)
• odontologia (odontology)

in the countryside and coast of são paulo state  
• araraquara
• bertioga
• campinas
• piracicaba
• ribeirão preto
• santos 
• são José dos campos
• taubaté
• bauru
• birigui
• catanduva
• presidente prudente
• rio preto
• são carlos
• sorocaba

there are some more common ways to put on a concert at 
sesc, according to our interviewees: 

1) local brazilian agents submit proposals to each 
unit at sesc;
2) music programmers from sesc design a 
music series and a local producer, with experience of 

active music scene for brazilian and international artists. 
it is also one of the cities with more encouragement, 
funding and cultural sponsorship. additionally, in sao 
paulo is the greatest cultural action of sesc, which is one 
of the biggest promoters of art and culture in the country.

let us look at sesc, focusing on its presence in the state 
and city. 

all interviewees recommend that foreign artists contact 
sesc, as they frequently organize international concerts 
and have the budget to pay all expenses. however, they 
explain, it is not so simple as there is an enormous 
demand. 

regarding the eighteen sesc facilities in the capital , we 
have divided them into different areas of the city in order 
to understand which districts attract a larger audience 
and where there is more attention from the media.

CEntraL

they are located in more central regions of the city and 
apparently have bigger budgets. 
•  pompéia 
• pinheiros
• belenzinho
• vila mariana
• bom retiro
• consolação
• ipiranga
• santana
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professionals and to gain an audience in são paulo is 
getting gigs in small segmented venues, as they are more 
open and have an alternative and good music program. 
they do door split, but if you have a concert in another 
city, and you do it as a second concert it can be viewed as 
an investment or a showcase. they are:

medium size: bourbon street and tom Jazz

small venues:
Jazz nos fundos, Jazz b, casa do núcleo, espaço 
serralheria, casa de francisca, riviera bar, espaço 
cultural puxadinho da praça, sala crisantempo.

são paulo has two major newspapers and has a large 
number of journalists, cultural promoters who have 
blogs. therefore, even if you do a gig in a small venue, 
you can get some awareness and make contacts for the 
future.
 
rio de Janeiro
although it is a frequent destination for tourists, with 
a concentration of a huge number of cultural facilities 
and a highly intense night life, the city of rio de Janeiro 
is considered by almost all interviewers a very difficult 
place to find a gig; even for brazilian musicians. 
according to them, rio de Janeiro concentrates many 
venues for samba, gafieira, or funk or very popular 
artists. but it is very closed to the alternative circuit.

even sescs in rio de Janeiro does not have a big music 
program. but the most important for this music would be 
sesc ginástico. however, there are a few venues, such 
as: studio rJ, miranda, oifuture, centro cultural banco 
do brasil, sala baden powell and teatro café pequeno.

belo horizonte / minas gerais
belo horizonte has been stage for a very prolific music 
scene. there a large and growing number of festivals and 
cultural centres. there are several producers and music 

working with sesc, represents the artist in brazil in the 
negotiation with sesc. this is because of the numerous 
requirements necessary to bring a foreign professional. 
thus, usually, producers submit a budget that already 
includes part of the costs. they are:

1. band’s fee
2. sound and light technicians’ fees 
3. hotel 
4. internal transfers 
5. per diem
6. Work permit visa
7. payment to omb (ordem dos músicos do brasil) / 
sindicato dos músicos (musicians union)
8. administrative costs and taxes

regarding airline tickets, sesc usually pays them 
directly. however, if the artist has the possibility of 
support on this, or if the producer arranges other 
concerts in brazil and this cost can be shared, both 
options can help the negotiation. 

although sesc is one of the only cultural institutions that 
can pay fees and all costs, the sesc also presents some 
conditions for artists, such not allowing them to perform 
in other venues in the same city during their stay, which 
is common in many venues (even in europe). but this 
includes also the smallest, niche venues. 

many producers also pointed out that even within a large 
budget, the shows are not confirmed in advance, which 
undermines endeavours to establish tours. 

there are a few other important venues for this music, 
which are: centro cultural são paulo (they pay fee 
and costs and have a music programmer), ibirapuera 
auditorium (they do door split and have a music 
programmer), centro cultural bank do brasil (via edital).

another good way to introduce an artist to the press, 
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northEaSt

the three main states to consider touring are: 
pernambuco, bahia and cearÁ.
ximo 
pernambuco
pernambuco is a very active state. there are several 
festivals during the year. We highlight the following: mimo 
in olinda. it is a music festival that brings brazilian and 
foreign artists. it is considered one of the best festivals 
in brazil; porto musical - consolidated professional 
meeting, it is an important gateway for the brazilian 
music market as well as a networking platform for 
brazilian professionals or for foreign artists or producers 
meeting brazilian agents. it has a partnership with 
Womex; recbeat - a big festival that happens during 
carnival - so it might be better for a more mixed and 
uptempo kind of music, but its programmer is very 
open and active in the market; olinda Jazz festival - it 
is currently not taking place but from time to time it 
happens and is very focused on world music and music 
exchange. there is also santander cultural centre in 
recife. 

bahia
bahia is a state where the axé, a type of industrial 
brazilian music dominates almost everywhere. however, 
there was a World music festival there for twelve years, 
mercado cultural da bahia, which had great success with 
packed concerts and media coverage. there are rumours 
of a possible return of the festival, but nothing confirmed 
yet.
 
cearÁ
highlight is feira da música de fortaleza, which has 
been running for several years, and nowadays is part of 
rede brasil de festivais. application is under editais, 
but currently it faces a very limited budget, which 

programmers interested and open to international music. 

venues: palacios das artes, teatro bradesco minas 
tenis clube; cine teatro brasil, sesc palladium, centro 
cultural da liberdade  and memorial vale. 

in the state of minas gerais: festival mimo in ouro preto 
and tiradentes, festival de inverno de ouro preto e 
mariana, and the inhotim cultural centre.

South

paranÁ
curitiba, capital of paraná, is one of the main cultural 
cities in brazil. it has several important cultural centres 
and venues, as well as very active music agents. among 
the venues: teatro paiol, Ópera de arame and teatro 
guaíra. among the music series, we highlight the solo 
musical series at caixa cultural and the oficina de 
música de curitiba. two interviewees mentioned that 
there is a lot of interest in celtic music in curitiba, so it 
is definitely a city to consider. another very culturally 
active city is londrina, located in the north of the state 
of paraná,and is 369 km away from the capital, curitiba. 
there is one important festival to mention: festival de 
música de londrina 2014.

rio grande do sul
a state with a very lively cultural scene, porto alegre, 
capital of rio grande do sul offers the best option of 
venues, cultural centres and festivals. two important 
initiatives to mention are santander cultural, canoas 
Jazz festival and porto alegre em cena. in september, 
a new cultural centre will arise in porto alegre: instituto 
ling, 
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complicates putting on international acts.

o centro cultural dragão do mar, where the festival 
happens is a great venue to perform. however, it has 
no music programmer. but a local agent/promoter can 
propose an international act in their music program.

another prominent festival is Jazz and choro in 
Jericoacoara and fortaleza. although the music 
programme is more focused on jazz and choro, a 
traditional brazilian rhythm, there is space for more 
virtuoso artists from other countries.

CEntrE-WESt anD north

among the cities in the centre West, we suggest brasília 
and goiânia; and in the north, belém do para or manaus. 
in brasília, there is the cena contemporânea, which takes 
place in septemebr: 
http://www.cenacontemporanea.com.br/2013/?lang=en, 
satélite 601, similar to virada cultural in são paulo, but 
more rock oriented.
among the small/medium size venues there are casa 
thomas Jefferson and  clube do choro
apart from that, the centre-West region has been 
working more with rock or pop festivals.
the music scene in the north of the country for 
international artists is really incipient. 
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exhibition by photographer rose guaditano, in london, 
called unseen faces and stories untold at the southbank 
centre.

luiza was project coordinator at pensarte institute (2004-
2007), where she worked in research and development 
of seminars, conferences and publications, related to 
cultural policies. and she worked at intituto de estudos 
de televisão, organizing several events about television 
in brazil and was researcher on the film festival: 
domingos oliveira (curated by newton cannito).

she has attended numerous music festivals and fairs in 
brazil and abroad, such as: Womex (seville, spain, 2008, 
copenhagen, denmark, 2009), live & direct (bristol, 
england, 2009), babel med (france, 2009) cultural mercat 
de vic (spain, 2009), glatt & verkehrt (krems, austria 
2008-09); kesse (tarragona, spain, 2008), la garriga, 
(garriga, spain, 2008), etnosur (Jaén, spain, 2008), 
cantos da maré (galicia, spain, 2008), timitar festival 
(agadir, morocco, 2009), london Jazz festival (london, 
england, 2009 and 2010), porto musical (recife, 2011 and 
2013), red sea Jazz festival (eilat, israel, 2011), planet 
indigenous, harbourfront centre (toronto, canada , 
2012), Jazzahead! (germany, 2013).

languages spoken:  portuguese (native), english (fluent), 
and conversational spanish.

luiza morandini

a graduate in social communication (2006), luiza runs 
the cultural agency território de contato, developing 
projects on research and promotion of music, culture 
and communication. among the projects undertaken are 
concerts in london (cafe oto and vortex in 2009 and 2010) 
and music programme guest in one of the concerts at 
Jungle camino (london).

With ten years of experience in the field, she has been 
working as music programmer, producer and researcher. 
currently she is curatorial advisor manager of tenda 
cultural ortega y gasset, a cultural centre run by the 
university of são paulo, which promotes music, theatre, 
dance, film festivals, exhibitions and a whole series of 
debates and seminars.

in 2014, she was invited to take part in the commission of 
the terças brasileiras edital
between 2007 and 2013, she was agent and curator 
assistant to benjamin taubkin; she also coordinated 
projects at núcleo contemporâneo (label and music 
agency) and casa do núcleo. as music programmer 
assistant she worked at: encontro latino americano – 
novos caminhos para música (centro cultural são paulo, 
2008), mercado cultural da bahia (via magia, 2009 and 
2010), festival conexões - brazil and israel (centro da 
cultura Judaica, 2011 and 2012) and europalia brasil 
(belgium, 2011). as executive producer she developed: 
‘the vortex session” album, by benjamin taubkin and 
adriano adewale, recorded in the uk.

having lived in london for two years, where she served as 
arts & culture officer at canning house (2009-2011), she 
held several art and cultural events linked to iberia and 
latin america, including festival brazil, sponsored by 
hsbc in partnership with institutions like canning house, 
time out and southbank centre. luiza co-idealized an 
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carolina morandini 

carolina morandini is a brazilian journalist who 
graduated in Journalism (2004) at universidade 
mackenzie, has a master’s in global governance and 
ethics from university college london (ucl , 2010), 
and an mba in strategic management of markets, with 
emphasis on market intelligence, from escola superior 
de propaganda e marketing (espm). 

carolina has been working for two years at ketchum, a 
multinational pr agency, where she is responsible for 
global accounts, working in corporate practice, with 
fedex express and masisa, and jobs with solazyme and 
karcher. 

prior to ketchum, carolina was public relations advisor 
in the areas of entrepreneurship and innovation, working 
for porto digital, brazilian’s largest science park, located 
in recife (pernambuco), cietec, centre for innovation, 
entrepreneurship and technology, and the brazilian 
branches of two german multinationals: ebm-papst, 
cooling and ventilation leader in europe, and sennheiser, 
a premium brand of audio solutions. 

finally, she also worked in a branding project for dafiti, 
the largest e-commerce retailer in the country, together 
with cherry plus digital agency.

• More than 10 years’ experience in the communication 
area – working in Journalism, public relations, media 
relations and branding for national and multinational 
companies in brazil and abroad. 
• Strategic communication planning skills, involving 
various stakeholders.
• Experience in crisis management and internal 
communications.
• Events organization and media training for executives. 
languages spoken: portuguese (native), english and 
italian (fluent), and conversational french and spanish; 
carolina has worked on a variety of international projects.
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Shain Shapiro 
managing director
originally from toronto, canada, shain shapiro has 
worked in the music industry for over 15 years, including 
3 years as the european representative of the canadian 
independent music association. during this time, he 
negotiated over 600 business deals for over 300 bands, 
helping develop the canadian blast brand across europe. 
before that, he was the uk press manager for one little 
indian and fatcat records. he is finishing his phd at 
birkbeck, university of london, analysing popular music 
and public funding and holds an ma from the university 
of amsterdam. he guest lectures at universities in three 
countries and has coordinated and/or moderated panels 
on funding, state involvement in popular music and export 
development at sxsW, Womex, eurosonic, canadian music 
Week and over 20 other festivals and conferences. he was 
awarded the hospital club and british council’s h100 
award in 2013 where he was nominated in the creative 
entrepreneur category.

katJa hErMES 
director, german office
katja hermes has been working in the music business 
for more than 8 years. she has worked in various 
fields in the industry including at proton booking & 
management, mutek festival, popkomm and ableton. 
after she had finished her diploma in tourism, economics 
and anthropology she became the project manager at 
initiative musik, the german music funding organization. 
responsible for export projects, she worked on the 
implementation of the german “short tour support”, and 
created projects like a press trip to and through germany 
for the foreign ministry. she also organized the german 
presentation at sxsW for 4 years for the german ministry 
of economics and technology and various showcases at 
international festivals, such as reeperbahn festival or 
midem. katja lives in neukölln, berlin and designs and 
produces clothes and furniture in her spare time.

JorDi puy 
director, barcelona office
Jordi puy has more than fifteen years of experience in 
the cultural management arena. for four years, Jordi 
directed the catalan! arts export office in the uk and 
ireland, working on the creation and implementation 
of music and arts export strategies for the catalan 
government. in april 2011 he moved back to his 
hometown, barcelona, and started working for the 
international music festivals sonarpro and mercat 
de musica viva de vic as an international business 
development consultant, as well as for international 
clients such as music export norway, the canadian 
independent music association and phonofile. Jordi also 
participates as a guest lecturer and contents consultant 
for arts management and music export strategy courses 
at the universidad de antioquia in medellín, colombia. 
he holds degrees from barcelona university (law), 
stockholm university (ip law) and birkbeck university in 
london (arts management).
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