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the German music market has 
strengthened in the last few years: 
with a revenue of 1.4 bn uSD, it 
is currently the fourth largest 
worldwide (see graph below). 
Also worth noting is the digital 
sector that has enjoyed a double‑
figure growth. 

booming digital revenues have reversed more than 
a decade of decline in the german music industry. 
official figures released by the german music industry 
association bVmi show revenues were up by 1.5 percent 
to $880 million (€660 million) for the first half of 
2013, driven by growth in online downloads and music 
streaming services such as Spotify.

While the sale of traditional cds continues to decrease, 
dipping 2.7 percent in the first half, revenue from music 
streaming shot up some 105 percent over the same 
period. online music downloads from services such as 
itunes enjoyed 5.3 percent growth. digital sales now 
account for just under a quarter of all music revenues in 
germany, with downloads making up around 20 percent 
of total sales and streaming revenue accounting for 4.6 
percent. bVmi managing director Florian drucke noted 
that, unlike other territories where digital offerings have 
cannibalized physical cd sales, in germany the overall 
size of the market has remained stable.

drucke pointed to traditional vinyl records, which 
continue to enjoy a comeback, with sales soaring up to 
30 percent in the first half. Vinyl sales account for 1.8 
percent of total music revenue in the territory. even with 
digital revenues growing apace, physical cds continue to 
dominate the market, accounting for more than two thirds 
of overall sales.

ScottiSh Folk/
rootS muSic in  
germany
1. IntroductIon
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at the same time, the amount of german productions 
has increased significantly. music “made in germany“ is 
more successful at home than ever before. 57% of sales 
of the german long-play charts right now are german 
productions – ten years ago, this figure was 36%.

World music got a little more attention in the last years 
in germany, but it still leads a miserable existence in 
comparison to other genres in germany. this is due 
to two reasons according to kerstin klenke, music 
anthropologist at the university of music and art in 
hannover: on the one hand world music is a very 
heterogeneous field, on the other hand germans don’t 
have an ethnical connection to a lot of this music. this 
is different than in the uk or France for example, where 
there is more post-colonial migration and they are more 
familiar with different sounds.

World music has found its way in germany into media and 
radio and on the stage of many city festivals. there is a 
decline in cd sales in that genre which correspondents to 
the general decline in sales in almost all music genres. 
accoring to anna poetzsch of Womex, the percentage of 
the sales of the world music market of the total sales in 
germany used to be 2.5%. as the sales declined many 
specific world music records stores had to close. the 
ones that are left offer less and less world music. 50% of 
the sales are generated by amazon, the rest is distributed 
via niche- mailorders, merchandise at live concerts and 
digital.

in addition a lot of special broadcasts and programs 
such as radio multikulti were folded. german tV has no 
programs for that kind of music, except for on regional 
reports on local festivals.

at festivals world music booms. there are a huge number 
of world music, folk, celtic etc. festivals in germany. 
almost every city or castle has their own little festival.

even though that world music has it difficulties in 
germany, germany is an interesting territory especially 
for celtic music. birgit ellinghaus of alba kultur mentions 
that as world music is such an extremely diverse scene 
there is hardly any interaction between celtic or other 
world music scenes. “celtic music has it own rules, 
media, players, festivals and fans,” says ellinghaus. 

germans like the Scottish  highlands and the myths 
around it. mike kamp, publisher of Folker, has the theory 
that as the traditional german Volksmusik is non existent, 
that the Scottish  and irish music is a substitute for that.

this feasibility study will give an overview of the german 
folk scene. We spoke with 11 experts about the possibility 
of Scottish music in germany and listed the keyplayers of 
the festival, tour and club, media and label scene.

1. IntroductIon
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there aren’t any statistics that 
focus on world or celtic music in 
Germany. Even the associations 
like Pro Folk e.v., do not have 
any studies about the German 
folk scene. World music isn’t 
taken into account when it comes 
to music industry figures or 
creative industry reports. there 
aren’t any funding organisation 
or culture institutions that focus 
on  supporting world music in 
Germany. As mentioned above in 
terms of general awareness, world 
music lives in the shadow of the 
music industry, even though, due 
to migration and globalization, 
“foreign” music is much more 
present in Germany than it used to 
be.

the website of pro Folk e.V. and the Folker magazine 
provide a lot of links to festivals, bands and clubs.

We conducted guided interviews, with the following 
expert to receive an in-depth look on the german scene. 

FeStiValS:
ulrich doberenz – tFF rudolstadt
dieter Wasilke – Venner Folkfrühling
martin von maydell – celtic days

media/preSS:
basil Wolervhine – Schottenradio
mike kamp – Folker

online media:
Wilhelm müller-basler – celtic-music-net.com

booking agentS / tour promoterS
thomas Franke – capital music
bernd Wurster – magnetic music
Siegfried maeker – tourneebüro maekers

labelS
birgit ellinghaus – alba kultur/heaven and earth 
publishing & records

netWorkS/aSSociationS
maik Wolter – pro Folk e.V.

2. research  
& analysIs
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there are a lot of Folk/World Music 
Festivals in Germany. Many of them 
take place only during one day at 
the weekend.  only a few last over a 
few days.
the festival scene has changed 
significantly over the years, as the 
traditional folk scene is becoming 
smaller, the festivals need to open 
up to a new audience and integrate 
different styles of folk and roots 
music, which a lot of them do 
nowadays.
in the interviews the experts point out how important 
it is to play at as many festivals in germany as possible 
in order to attract attention. it is the first step into the 
german market. unfortunately, a great number of bands 
apply every year and only a few gain a spot in the line-
ups. Word of mouth recommendations by other bands, 
promoters or the press are still the best way to attract the 
attention of the festival bookers. 

in addition to playing on the festivals, the experts like 
dieter Wasilke, Venner Folkrühling, suggests bands to 
play a short tour or a few gigs in the area around the 
festival, to make the most out of the festival gig. 

here are the most important festivals that are interesting 
for Scottish  Folk/roots/World music artists in 
alphabetical order with application links, if offered:

ALtBurGFEStivAL
Since 1989 the alburg Festival takes place on the 3rd 
weekend in august in the reconstructed celtic hillfort 
altburg bundenbach.
the historic celtic settlement altburg is idyllically located 
on the hahnenbachtal. it provides the perfect backdrop 
for an celtic event. after a natural grandstand was built 
outside the plant, the altburgfestival won again at flair.
each year, the organizers present traditional irsh Folk, 
traditional celtic-folk and folk rock.
application/contact:
ortsgemeinde bundenbach 
michael brzoska  
ringstrasse 28  
55626 bundenbach 
altburgfestival@bundenbach.de
Web: www.altburgfestival.de
date: 3rd weekend in august

BArDEntrEFFEn nürnBErG
   the bardentreffen in nürnberg is the largest annual 
event to take place within the historic centre of nürnberg. 
it takes place over three days with more than 200.000 
visitors of all ages, who gather at eight different stages 
to listen to world music artists as well as singer-
songwriters from all over the world for free.
“traditions, trends, experiments”, these are the basics 
of the festival, which focuses on singer-songwriters and 
world music artists, their traditions and their latest, 
contemporary forms of expression. media partners are 
bayerischer rundfunk, Studio Franken, plärrer magazine 
and nordbayern infonet.
application:
to be considered as an artist for bardentreffen, you 
have to present self-composed songs. cover bands or 
bands with a purely instrumental repertoire will not be 
considered. please be aware that bardentreffen is a 
world music and singer-songwriter festival.

2.1 FestIvals
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the call for applications is open from 1st of october until 
31st of december 2012. Send your application, including 
audio material, to the given address.
please use copies, as we are unable to return your 
documents. the Final Selection will take place at the end 
of march 2013.
contact:
Stadt nürnberg 
kulturreferat / projektbüro 
herr karl-heinz Fischer 
herr rainer pirzkall 
hauptmarkt 18 / V. Stock 
d- 90403 nürnberg 
bardentreffen@stadt.nuernberg.de
Web: www.bardentreffen.de
date: 38th bardentreffen nuremberg 2013, Friday 26th 
till Sunday 28th of July

BLACk ShEEP FEStivAL (ForMEr FoLk 
iM SChLoSShoF)
after the Folk im Schlosshof Festival announced its last 
festival in 2012 a new festival was born in bonfeld/bad 
rapenau. a new team formed together and developed a 
new festival with a slightly new strategy. the festival will 
still present established classic folk acts but focuses a lot 
on new talent and also a younger audience. the theme of 
the festival will be “talents meet legends”. 

application/contact:
blacksheep kulturinitiative
bonfeld e.V.
nussäckerstraße 22
74906 bad rappenau
phone 07066 910000
info@blacksheep-kultur.de
Web: www.blacksheep-kultur.de/das-festival-2014/
date: 10-12.07.2014

2.1 FestIvals

CELtiC DAyS
the celtic days festival in hude in the north of germany 
between bremen and oldenburg lasts 5 days.  besides 
the presentation of lots of music and bands from celtic 
artists the festival offers several workshops and lectures 
to their audience. guests can take part in various celtic 
instruments workshops as well as dance classes or celtic 
handcraft workshops. approximately 2000 guests attend 
the festival over the 5 days. 450 of them take part in the 
workshops.

the festival is organised by pro musica activa a non-
profit association. martin von maydell who organises the 
festival is a big fan of celtic culture and started the project 
as a hobby with 3-4 other friends.

application proceSS:

most of the bands are picked due to recommendations of 
active friends in the scene. martin von maydell prefers 
applications via mail with an enclosed cd and a written 
information than via email.

application/contact:
pro musica activa e.V.
hurreler Strasse 24, 27798 hude
tel.: 04408 809802
email: kontakt@celtic-days.de
Web: http://www.celticdays.de/
date: end of march

FoLkBALtiCA 
Folkbalticafestival is not a classic festival. there are 40 
events with about 70 artists from 8 different countries 
that take place in different cities and different venues 
close to the german/danish border over 5 days. 
Folkbaltica generates a unique platform for nordic and 
baltic music cultures.

in 2013 a lot of concerts were sold out and more than 
6000 spectators attended the festival in total. 
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application/contact:
artistic director: 
harald haugaard
harald.haugaard@folkbaltica.de

FeStiVal oFFice
Juliane Worst 
norderstraße 89
24939 Flensburg
phone +49 461 1829 3616
Fax +49 461 1829 3617
e-mail: info@folkbaltica.de 
Web: www.folkbaltica.de
date: takes place in aprilFolkival

FoLkivAL
Folkival is small but mighty Folk Festival in nürtingen a 
small city close to Stuttgart.  it focused on notable irish/
Scottish  Folk artists, special irish/Scottish  dishes, 
whisky tasting etc. approx 350 guests attend the folkival 
festival every year. it was, founded in 2008

 

application proceSS:
Fill out the form here:
http://folkival.club-kuckucksei.de/

contact:
club kuckucksei e.V.
Johannes Single
neckarstraße 14
72622 nürtingen
fon 07022 – 53496
Web folkival.de
date: ende September

iriSh FoLk FEStivAL
the irish Folk Festival is more a tour through germany 
with a couple of bands, than a real festival. over 30 years 
ago, the iFF went on tour in germany for the first time. 
the irish Folk Festival has actually always set to a mix 
of stars and newcomers, 95 % of the bands come from 
ireland though.  approximately 300-1000 visitors attend 
the festival in the several cities. 

application/contact:
magnetic music gmbh 
petr pandula
burkhardt + Weber-Str. 69/1 
72760 reutlingen
germany
Fon +49-7121-478605 
Fax +49-7121-478606
Web: http://www.magnetic-music.com/
date: oct-november

iriSh hEArtBEAt
the irish heartbeat festival has the same concept as the 
irish Folk Festival and is organized by the same agency, 
magnetic music. it takes place in march around St. 
patricks day and is a tour with 3 artists from the celtic 
scene through germany. the irish heartbeat festival is 
a bit more open to bands that originally don’t come from 
ireland. So usually Scottish bands are part of the tour, as 
well. 

application/contact:
magnetic music gmbh 
petr pandula
burkhardt + Weber-Str. 69/1 
72760 reutlingen
germany
Fon +49-7121-478605 
Fax +49-7121-478606
Web: http://www.magnetic-music.com/
date: march 
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SChLoSS hohEnLiMBurG CELtiC 
FEStivAL
the celtic events team organizes a celtic festival with 
national and international bands at the castle hohen 
limburg in hagen-hohenlimburg.

over 2000 fans of celtic culture attended the festival 
each year. in addition to local bands a lot of bands from 
Scotland and ireland perform at the festival.

 

application / contact:
richard Field 
im nordfeld 45
58642 iserlohn 
phone 02374-920399
e-mail celtic-events@email.de
Web: www.schloss-hohenlimburg-keltic-festival.de/
date:  end of may

ShAMroCk FEStivAL
the Shamrock castle Festival in the Southeast of 
germany will celebrate it’s 5th birthday in 2014.

the festival is hosted by the popular irish band Fiddler’s 
green and is organised by the agency ‘concertbüro 
Franken’. they select artists from celtic rock to new 
Folk. approximately 1000 visitors attend the Shamrock 
festival at the Jägerburg every year. the festival also 
offers a lot of activities like hiking, canoeing etc nearby 
the festival.

application:
concertbüro Franken gmbh 
Singerstr. 26
90443 nürnberg
e-mail: info@concertbuero-franken.de
phone: 0911_414196
Fax 0911_413644
www.concertbuero-franken.de
director:

axel ballreich
axel.ballreich@concertbuero-franken.de
 Web: http://www.shamrock-castle.de/
 date: beginning of august

tFF ruDoLStADt
the tFF rudolstadt is germany’s biggest folk, roots and 
world music festival. it takes place annually on the first 
full July weekend in rudolstadt thuringia. it lasts from 
thursday evening to Sunday night. the tFF is one of the 
biggest of its kind in europe, on average 70.000 guests 
attend the Festival over the weekend over 100 bands play 
on more than 20 stages, that are spread all over the city, 
in the heinepark and at the castle “heidecksburg” close 
at the top of the city.

 

Further highlights are the german world music award 
ruth, the children’s festival, a variety of lectures, 
workshops, and exhibitions, dozens of street musicians, 
the instrument maker’s stalls, and the night-long after 
hour party in the local youth club Saalgärten.

 

music is the main focus at the festival. the bands that 
have the opportunity to play here are from all over the 
world. tFF rudolstadt presents a wide spectrum of 
different genres. the element of folk is always part of the 
music, but influenced from different styles.

application proceSS:

- most of the bands are selected by a board of people.

- according to many experts, it is quite difficult for artists 
to get a slot at the tFF rudolstadt festival. the official 
application process starts 1 august to 30 September for 
the Festival in the next year .

rudolstadt accept emails office@tff-rudolstadt.de with a 
video link (not older than 6 months) or cd/dVd live Video 
link and cast can be sent to:
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Stadt rudolstadt
kulturbüro
markt 7
07407 rudolstadt

applicants will receive an answer by mail after the 
meeting of the programme committee (until the end of 
the year at the latest).

contact: 
Festival director                                                                                                  
ulrich doberenz
uli@tff-rudolstadt.de
 
artistic director
bernhard hanneken
program@tff-rudolstadt.de
Web: https://tff-rudolstadt.de/en/start.html
date: First weekend in July

vEnnEr FoLk FrühLinG 
the Venner Folk Frühling takes place since 1999 in 
Venne, a small town close to osnabrück. besides classic 
Folk music, singer-songwriters and the celtic-irish-
Scottish  and nordic music, the organizers present a lot of 
newcomers of the folk scene. the little town in the west 
of germany presents approx. 30 high-level artists on very 
moderate ticket prices. the atmosphere at the festival is 
often described as very warm & intimate.

application proceSS:

artists should apply directly after the festivals for the 
next year. dieter Wasilke, the festivals director receives 
approx. 2500 applications per year, deadline is usually 
31 of october. there is an online application form on the 
website: http://www.folkfruehling.de/index.php?id=205 in 
addition the festival requires a cd/dVd with a short bio/
information.
the address for demo material is:
Venner Folk Frühling e.V. 

Schlingheide 2 
49179 Venne
 
the selections for the following year is made by end of 
november.

contact:
dieter Wasilke
info@folkfruehling.de
Web: http://www.folkfruehling.de/
date: 2nd weekend in may
 

othEr FEStivALS
euro Folk FeStiVal

Web: http://www.eurofolkfestival.de/

 

Folk For FriendS

Web: http://www.folk-for-friends.de/

 

heideland gameS

Web: http://www.heideland-games.de/

iriSh & ScottiSh  Folk night tamm    
Web: www.irish-Scottish -folk-night.de
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the south and north of Germany 
are more interested in Scottish  
folk music than the center of 
Germany, according to Bernd 
Wurster. “the middle of Germany 
is more difficult” says also Basil 
Wolervhine from Schottenradio. 
33% of his listeners are from this 
southern are in Germany. Cities 
like nürnberg and the area around 
Stuttgart is a stronghold for this 
kind of music. the area around 
oldenburg is also important centre 
for the scene according to dieter 
Wasilke, venner Folkfrühling. 
 the east of Germany has a big 
interest in medieval culture.

the roots/ folk scene is a very loyal audience. Fans 
travel all over the place to see a specific band. according 
to most of the promoters touring gets more and more 
difficult in germany. While the festivals experience 
a growth in visitors, clubs suffer from a decrease in 
audience. “there is a change of generations” says 
Siegfried maekers of the tourneebüro maekers.
the folk scene traditionally established in the late 
60s and 70s in germany. the original keyplayers  and 
audience of the scene die off these days.
the “younger generation” enjoys events like festivals 
and bigger happenings. it is hard to find an audience for 
club shows for less well-known artists or newcomers. 
therefore, it is difficult for new bands to tour through 
germany or to find a tour promoter.
Working with a tour promoter to tour in germany is 
crucial for a successful tour, but as club concerts are less 
well attended it is not easy to convince a tour promoter to 
sign with a new band as there are not that many that work 
in that field.
bernd Wurster, of magnetic music, also adds, that 
festivals often have higher budgets. they can usually pay 
travel costs and provide accomodation. clubs usually 
have a tighter budgets than a few years ago. they are 
forced to work cost-effective. “they consider hard when 
they put on show, what works and what doesn’t”, says 
maeker of toureneebüro maeker.

2.2. tourInG  
In GerMany
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ALBA kuLtur 
alba kultur is representing as a worldwide management 
some very talented, outstanding extra-european artists 
– composers, musicians, bands. they try to support them 
in their creations, to develop their artistic opportunities 
to present themselves on international stages. they are 
offering their tour bookings with all logistic services like 
ground travel, flights, hotel, visa, work permits, techical 
support and tour guides, working on their promotion 
with production of divers pr material like posters, flyers, 
press books, dVds etc. through their own label heaven 
and earth they are producing their albums, which are 
distributed in many countries.
alba kultur is also responsible for klangkosmos 
nrW. klangkosmos nrW is a network that promotes 
global music. the goal is to connect new venues with 
established ones, to help organise world music concerts 
on a regular basis in north rhine Westfalia.

artiStS they haVe Worked With:
•	 aziz Sahmaoui (marokko / France)
•	 Vitorino Salomé (portugal)
•	 Sergey Starostin & marian kaldararu (russia)

contact:
birgit ellinghaus 
Zwirner Str. 26, 
50678 cologne 
+49 (0)221.813211 
birgit@albakultur.de

BAiLEyS MuSiC
keith bailey has been involved in the world of Folk 
music for nearly 40 years. he opened the Folk club 
recklinghausen and Folk club herten. 10 years ago he 
started his music agency (part-time) and helped organise 
Folk Festivals and concerts. e.g. - Folkfestival herten, 
irish Folkfestival Volmarstein, Folk night Senden.

roSter:
•	 connemara Stone company
•	 Wayfaring Strangers
•	 Scapa Flow
•	 deirin de
•	 bardic

contact:
keith bailey                                                                                                    
Warburger Weg 33                                                                                                         
45659 recklinghausen, germany                                                                                        
+49 (0)49/2361 14194                                                        
bailey@baileysmusic.de                                                                         
www.celtic-music-online.eu /  
www.baileysmusic.de/

2.2. tourInG  
In GerMany 

2.2.1 BookinG AGEntS/ProMotErS in Germany, in alphabetical order:
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CAPitAL MuSiC&MEDiA
the berlin booking agency capital music &media was 
founded in 1997. the founder thomas Franke has 20 
years experience in the music industry. the spectrum 
of music genres is quite wide, from singer/songwriter, 
folk, world to indie and popmusic. they develop individual 
strategies for each artist they work with and also offer 
management, publishing and promotion.

roSter:
•	 caracol
•	 Francesca lago
•	 Janine maunder (voice of naked raven)
•	 katja Werker
•	 k.c. mckanzie
•	 la chicana
•	 naked raven
•	 Sailor
•	 tim mcmillan

contact:
thomas Franke 
grossbeerenstr. 82, 
10963 berlin 
 +49(0)30/3087 2883  
capitalmusic@t-online.de

FFMuSik – FLoriAn FürSt
FFmusik is an agency for worldmusic. he is responsible 
for the “pure irish drops” series, a concert series 
through europe and works with a few other bands. he 
still works as a tourmanager and sound enineer.

roSter, amongSt otherS:
•	 the tin SandWich band
•	 raw bar collective
•	 nick keir & Stephen Quigg

contact:
ff-musikbüro, Florian Fürst,  
Zum bühl 8, d–79875 dachsberg 
ffmusik@ffmusik.de 
+49 (0)7755-9489842, 
++49 (0)179-9230923 
www.ffmusik.de

2.2. tourInG  
In GerMany 



sound diplomacy

FoLkBEAt AGEntur Für FoLk, 
WELtMuSik unD ArtvErWAnDtES 
(AGEnCy For FoLk, WorLDMuSiC)
Folkbeat is an interface between artists and organizers. 
Since 2008 folkbeat organizes and manages events and 
concerts with artists from their  artist catalog.
their commission is 15% of the agreed fee, no additional 
costs occur. they do not take bands under contract. they 
act as a mediator between the organizer and musician, 
band or other artist. Folkbeat works with several bands 
from scotland and the celtic area.

roSter, amongSt otherS:
•	 the ceili Family
•	 get Wet
•	 gerd Weihrauch
•	 Wild geese
•	 glenfiddle
•	 the chancers
•	 Sudden Flow

contact:
marco ramforth & arne gloe gbr
marienstr. 5524534 neumünster
mobile:
+49 (0) 151/58 14 98 38 or
+49 (0)160/97 98 94 22
m.ramforth@folkbeat.de oder
a.gloe@folkbeat.de
http://folkbeat.de/bands.php?mid=44

JAhvivA
Jahviva concerts & promotion was founded in 2010 by  
regina dem, operates nationally and internationally and 
has devoted after many years of experience on world 
music. nevertheless other music genres will not be 
ignored unless they meet the companies philosophy. 
through diversity it is intended to counteract uniformity 
and thus to promote tolerance. a special attention is 
always given to talented newcomers who are supported in 
their artistic developement.

roSter:
•	 Seznec bros
•	 lauscher
•	 Vitruv
•	 groanbox

contact:
regina dem
managing director
booking, promotion, tours
regina@jahviva.de
+ 49(0)157/163 2393
www.jahviva.com

2.2. tourInG  
In GerMany 
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MAGnEtiC MuSiC
magnetic music became a registered trademark in 1990 
and took base in an industrial park in the city centre of 
reutlingen close to Stuttgart. the operation was based 
on experience of md petr pandula, who developed the 
concept of magnetic music throughout the 1980s and 
1990s. the company has evolved from a one man show 
booking club concerts for irish and Scottish  bands 
to become the leading name in germany, austria and 
Switzerland for celtic music tours with couple of full time 
staff. magnetic music is also responsible for the irish Folk 
Festival, irish heartbeat (St. patricks’s day celebration 
Festival) and the celtic halloween Festival.
Since 1999 magnetic music has been divided into two 
divisions. the irish branch concentrates on recording 
and marketing our catalogue. the german branch has 
responsibility for organising our festivals and touring our 
artists in the gaS territories.

roSter, amongSt otherS:
•	 the aberlour’s
•	 altan
•	 battlefield band
•	 beoga
•	 brother dege
•	 cajun roosters
•	 celtica pipes rock!
•	 Willie daly
•	 dream catcher
•	 drums united
•	 emerald
•	 Fleadh
•	 the Fretless
•	 FullSet
•	 geraldine macgowan
•	 declan o’rourke
•	 the outside track
•	 los paperboys

contact:
magnetic music gmbh  
petr pandula 
burkhardt + Weber-Str. 69/1  
72760 reutlingen 
+49-7121-478605  
www.magnetic-music.com

MuSiC ContACt
music contact works as an agency, promoter, 
management and label from roots and world music, 
irish folk, traditional world music, world beat acoustic 
country and bluegreass music, blues, gospel, comedy and 
new thrills and besides magnetic music the biggest tour 
promoter for folk music in germany.

roSter, amongSt otherS:
•	 capercaillie
•	 tanglefoot
•	 north Sea gras
•	 cara dillon
•	 daoiri Farrell
•	 caladh nua

contact:
music contact
Saarstraße 8
72070 tübingen
 + 49 (0)70/732250
rainer Zellner :zellner@musiccontact.com
kirsten Spiegel: spiegel@musiccontact.com
www.musiccontact.com
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tournEEBüro MAEkEr
the tourneebüro maeker was founded in heidelberg in 
1967. the agency exists for 45 years. Siegfried maeker 
has worked with groups or solo artists from different 
countries together. nowadays he only works with 
established artists from ireland, Spain, greece, rumania 
and russia. maeker likes artists, that are rooted with 
their tradition and that have an interesting artistic 
potential. he is still interested in new acts and listens to 
every demo he receives. constantly and continuity are 
important for meaker, when he works with a band.

roSter, amongSt otherS:
•	 exprompt
•	 José parrondo & antonia andrade
•	 mikail aslan ensemble
•	 the Sands Family
•	 urs kapartz

contact:
Siegfried maeker
brunnenstr. 4
74582 amlishagen
+49 (0)7952/9269960
maeker@maeker-tours.de
www.maeker-tours.de

WizArD BookinG
Wizard booking roster consists of severals artists and 
bands in different genres. they book artists from the 
rock/metal / gothic, folk/rock, medieval rock, singer-
songwriters and traditional music.

roSter iriSh/ScottiSh Folk rock:
•	 aisleng
•	 celtic Voyager
•	 connemara Stone company
•	 dobrze trala
•	 Jamie clarke’s perfect
•	 lack of limits
•	 larkin
•	 Qmmd
•	 Seldom Sober company
•	 the ceili Family
•	 the krusty moors
•	 the o’reillys and the paddyhats
•	 the rogues

contact:
Wizard of Words
michael riedel
+49 (0)208/43 908 73
info@wizard-booking.de
http://www.wizard-booking.de/artists.html
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there is a huge club scene in 
Germany, traditionally the pop/
rock/indie/electronic/hip‑hop 
music scene gathers in urban 
centres and big cities. this doesn’t 
apply to the folk scene. Folk clubs 
are spread all over the country, in 
villages, small and big cities. 
most of the folk clubs are run by individual initiatives 
of folk music lovers. those folk nights/clubs often 
take place in cultural centers and not genuine clubs. 
Sometimes the cultural centers are able to fund or 
support the concert additionally.
as mentioned above the traditional folk scene and those 
initiatives are decreasing due to the demographic change. 
Folk clubs experience this development significantly. 
there is a lack of interest of the younger people into 
traditional folk music. there are less individuals initiative 
as the former players get older and there is hardly any 
“new blood” that voluntarily do this kind of work, claims 
Siegried maeker for example.
We listed clubs all over germany, there are many more 
in small villages and private initiative. a big hype at the 
moment are private house concerts and they pop up 
everywhere.
here are the ones where concerts take place on a regular 
basis, a lot of them accept demos, but everyone should 
make sure, not to send any emails with large mp3 
attachments. all clubs and festivals prefer either a real 
promo cd with well prepared information of the band or 
an email with links to the music of the band:

AuGSBurG
Spectrum augSburg
oFFiCE:
bayerstr. 14
86199 augsburg
 +49 (0) 821/2572 828
vEnuE:
ulmerstr. 234a
86156 augsburg
0821 409026
info@spectrum-club.de
www.spectrum-club.de

ASChAFFEnBurG
coloS Saal
roßmarkt 19
63739 aschaffenburg
 +49 (0) 6021/27239
info@colos-saal.de
www.colos-saal.de

BAD honnEF
Folk im FeuerSchlöSSchen
Jutta mensing, 
bergstr. 19
53604 bad honnef 
 +49 (0) 2224/75011 
mensing.FiF@web.de 
mike.kamp@folker.de
http://folkimfeuerschloesschen.blogspot.de/

2.2. tourInG  
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BErLin
QuaSimodo gmbh 
kantstr. 12a
10623 berlin
 +49 30/318 045 60
info@quasimodo.de
www.quasimodo.de

kulturhauS Spandau 
capacity: 400-600 
mauerstr. 6
12597 berlin
 +49 (0) 30/333 4021
info@kulturhaus-spandau.de
http://kulturhaus-spandau2.de/

uFa Fabrik berlin 
capacity: 400
Viktoriastr. 10-18
12105 berlin
info@ufafabrik.de
www.ufafabrik.de

Wabe 
danziger str. 101
10405 berlin
info@wabe-berlin.de
http://www.wabe-berlin.de/

b-Flat 
rosenthaler str. 13
10119 berlin
http://www.b-flat-berlin.de/index.php

BiELEFELD
neue Schmiede 
handwerkerstr. 7      
33617 bielefeld
info@neue-schmiede.de
www.neue-schmiede.de

Bonn
Folk club bonn 
haus müllestumpe, 
an der rheindorfer burg 22
53117 bonn – graurheindorf.

iF you are intereSted in perForming 
at the Folk club bonn: 
1) send your requests to  
playrequestfolkclubbonn@gmail.com
2) or if you have never played at the Fcb, you could just 
walk in with your instrument and take a first-timer spot: 
newcomers are priority and are always guaranteed a floor 
spot. folk-club-bonn.blogspot.de

brotFabrik 
kreuzstr. 16
53225 bonn
mail@brotfabrik-theater.de 
0228.421310

harmonie 
harmonie bonn
Frongasse 28-30
53121 bonn
 +49 (0) 228/61 40 42
 +49 (0) 228/79 83 00
info@harmonie-bonn.de
http://www.harmonie-bonn.de/

DrESDEn
SocietaetStheater 
artistic director
brit magdon
 +49 (0) 351 - 811 90 40
brit.magdon@societaetstheater.de
playrequestfolkclubbonn@gmail.com
www.societaetstheater.de
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DüSSELDorF
kit caFe 
achim Spyra
mannesmannufer 1b
40213 düsseldorf
 +49 (0)  162/888 2373
info@kit-cafe.com

SaVoy theater
graf-adolf-Straße 47
40210 düsseldorf
 +49 (0) 211/ 830 89 00
info@savoytheater.de
http://www.savoy-theater.de/

JaZZSchmiede
himmelgeister Str. 107e
40225 düsseldorf
 +49 (0) 211/311 05 64
 +49 (0) 1577/3110514
info@jazz-schmiede.de

eSSlingen
kulturzentrum dieselstrasse e.V.
dieselstrasse 26
73734 esslingen 
 +49 (0) 711 / 388 452
 info@dieselstrasse.de

ESSLinGEn
kulturZentrum dieSelStraSSe e.V 
dieselstrasse 26
73734 esslingen 
+49 (0) 711/388 452
info@dieselstrasse.de

FrAnkFurt
Folk-club FrankFurt
monthly folk bar with live music
contact for folk clubs, folk dance and promoters
Jörg Weber
in der burg 27
61169 Friedberg
 +49 (0) 60 31/15 85 992 
joerg.folkclub-ffm[at]gmx-topmail.de

brotFabrik
bachmannstr.2-4,
60488 Frankfurt
+49(0) 69 24 79 08 00
kontakt@brotfabrik.info/info@puteventbuehne.de
www.brotfabrik.info

FuLDA
kulturkeller
karlstr. 17 
36037 Fulda
 +49 (0) 661/240230 
martin.kruepe@kreuz.com / info@kreuz.com
www.kreuz.com

GELSEnkirChEn
bleckkirche – kirche der kulturen
d - 45889 gelsenkirchen
bleckstr. am Zoo
 +49 (0) 209/595984
mail@bleckkirche.info
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hAMBurG
kulturZentrum heidbarghoF oSdorF 
040 800 84 36
heidbarghof@t-online.de
www.heidbarghof.de

Fabrik StiFtung
kultur- und kommunikationszentrum  Fabrik Stiftung 
buddy lüders
barnerstraße 36 
+49 (0) 40/39 10 71 23 
buddy@fabrik.de
22765 hamburg
www.fabrik.de

hEiDELBErG
kulturhauS karlStorbahnhoF 
am karlstor 1
69117 heidelberg
+49 (0) 6221/9789-11
booking@karlstorbahnhof.de
www.karlsbahnhof.de

hEiLiGEnhAuS (CLoSE to DuESSELDorF)
www.derclubheiligenhaus.de

hiLDEShEiM
biSchoFSmühle
achim mennecke  
goebenstraße 12
31135 hildesheim
+49 (0) 5121/99 83 73
archimen@arcor.de 
www.bischofsmuehle.de

inGoLStADt
kleinkunStbühne neue Welt
Walter haber & Josef Jauernig
griesbadgasse 7,
85049 ingolstadt
+49 (0) 8 41/3 24 70
BookinG rEquEStS:
Walter haber, goethestraße 23, 
85084 reichertshofen,
+49 (0)8453/8233
walter.haber@t-online.de
www.neuewelt-ingolstadt.de

kAiSErSLAutErn
kammgarn
Schoenstraße 10
67659 kaiserslautern
service@kammgarn.de
www.kammgarn.de

kiEL
kulturForum
landeshauptstadt kiel
amt für kultur und Weiterbildung
kultur Forum
andreas-gayk -Straße 31, 24103 kiel
veranstaltungen@kiel.de 
 +49 (0)431/901 - 3511
http://www.kiel.de/kultur/kulturforum/terms_of_use.
php (terms and conditions for artists)
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köLn
kulturkirche
thomas diederichs
Siebachstraße 85
50733 köln
info@kulturkirche-koeln.de
www.kulturkirche-koeln.de

domForum
domkloster 3  
50667 köln
+49 (0) 221/92584720
mschaefer@domforum.de

MünChEn
iriSh Folk club munich im StemmerhoF 
moffat / mclynn
carlo-Schmid-Strasse 7
81739 muenchen.
irishfolkclub@hotmail.de
+49 (0)174/9541883
www.irishfolkclubmunich.com

arS muSica e.V. im StemmerhoF 
plinganserstraße 6
81369 münchen
+49 (0)89/666 98 596
info@ars-musica-muenchen.de
www.ars-musica-muenchen.de

milla club
holzstrasse 28
80469 münchen
+49 (0)89/1892-3101
booking@milla-club.de
www.milla-club.de/
 

MünStEr
bennohauS /arbeitSkreiS oStViertel e.V.

bennostraße 5
48155 münster
+49 (0)251 / 60 96 73
benno@muenster.de
http://bennohauS.inFo/

Folk-treFF münSter -
der treff für Folk im münsterland
info@folk-treff.de
 www.folk-treff.de

nürnBErG
loni übler hauS
Wolfgang Sendhardt
marthastraße 60 
90482 nürnberg
+49 (0)911/ 541156
http://www.kuf-kultur.de/kulturlaeden/loni-uebler-haus/
veranstaltungen.html

bürgerZentrum Villa leon 
Villa leon
Schlachthofstraße/philipp-koerber-Weg 1
90439 nürnberg
 
manfred beck
Veranstaltungen, Vermietungen, interkulturelle projekte, 
Worldmusic cafè
+49 (0)911/ 231-7408

2.2. tourInG  
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nürtinGEn
club kuckuckSei e.V.
neckarstr. 14
72622 nürtingen
+49 (0)7022 53496
www.club-kuckucksei.de

oLDEnBurG
theater laboratorium
tim lück,
+49 (0)151/23066680
tim.lueck@]theater-laboratorium.org
www.theater-laboratorium.de

oSnABrüCk
lutherhauS
Jahnstraße 1
49080 osnabrück
+49 (0)5 41/20 01 831
info@lutherhaus.info
www.lutherhaus.info
 

lagerhalle e.V.
kultur & kommunikation 
rolandsmauer 26
49074 osnabrück
+49 (0)541/33874-0
lagerhalle@osnanet.de 
 www.lagerhalle-osnabrueck.de 

rEMSChEiD
teo otto theater   
konrad- adenauer- Str. 31-33
42853 remscheid
theaterkasse@remscheid.de 
+49 (0)2191/162650
www.teo-otto-theater.de/archimen@arcor.de 
www.bischofsmuehle.de

StuttGArt
laboratorium e.V. 
Wagenburgstraße 147
70186 Stuttgart
+49 (0)711/5052001
info@laboratorium-stuttgart.de
 www.laboratorium-stuttgart.de

tAunuSStEin
bürgerhauS taunuSStein 
Folk-club taunusstein
Jürgen Weller
im biengarten 14
65232 taunusstein
+49 (0)6128/41291 
www.folk-club-taunusstein.de

triEr
tuchFabrik - tuFa 
Wechselstr. 4
54290 trier
+49 (0)651 718-2410
info(@)tufa-trier.de
www.tufa-trier.de
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WALDkrAiBurG
hauS der kultur
braunauer Straße 10
84478 Waldkraiburg
+49 (0)8638/959 313
haus-der-kultur@kultur-waldkraiburg.de
http://www.waldkraiburg.de/de/haus-der-kultur-
aktuelles/
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2.3. MedIa

FoLkEr 
Folker is the biggest german folk music magazine. 
it deals with folk, traditional and world music. the 
magazine is published two-monthly. mike kamp 
publishes the magazine. the publisher of Folker is 
mike kamp who is also involved in the club “Folk im 
Feuerschlösschen”, editor in chief is michael kleff. the 
magazine features music and artists portraits, interviews, 
tour dates and cd reviews. it has high editorial standards 
and a lot of contributors from the world and folk scene.
Folker also provides a website including a database with 
a lot of different contacts, and links from clubs, artists 
and promoters.

contact:
Folker  
postfach 0562  
55529 bad kreuznach
+49 (0)671/2144587 
 info@Folker.de
www.folker.de

AkuStik GitArrE
akustik gitarre features everything about guitars, guitar 
music and artists.

contact:
akustik gitarre
andreas Schulz
hainerweg 8
61273 Wehrheim
+49 (0)60 81/46 99 935
redaktionsteam (at) akustik-gitarre.com
www.akustik-gitarre.com

FoLkMAGAzin
the Folkmagazin also features reviews, tour dates and 
stories about music and artists but more on a fan level, 
with less of a journalistic approach. the Folkmagazin is 
published by hedo holland.

contact:
hedo holland
leisterförder Str. 23 
19258 lüttenmark 
+49 (0)38842/21888  
hedo@wandervogel.info
http://wandervogel-ev.de/folkmagazin.html

2.3.1 Print
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FoLkWorLD 
FolkWorld is a web magazine and internet portal, being 
online since 1997. michael & christian moll publish 
three issues every year that appear in spring (1st 
march), summer (1st July) and autumn (1st november), 
respectively. the website is available in german and 
english.

contact:
http://www.folkworld.de/

CELtiC MuSiC nEt.CoM
celtic-music-net, is an internet-site for people who 
are interested in celtic music. it lists artists and music, 
instruments, book recommendations. the heart of the 
website is a huge database.
the website has approx 5000 visitors a month. Wilhelm 
müller-basler is very active in the celtic music scene. he 
also runs a full service agency for artists with his sons, 
called hidden tracks.

contact:
hidden tracks ltd. & co. kg
nebelhornstrasse 29
80686 münchen
http://www.celtic-music-net.com/

SChottEnrADio
Schottenradio (Scottish radio) broadcasts daily from 
9am-12pm. they focus on celtic music and also offer a 
few live shows during the day. basil Wolervhine, originally 
born in Scotland, started the station in germany 5 years 
ago. after the Scottish  Sun mentioned the radio station 
the numbers of listeners exploded. they have 75.000 
receivers a month now. 1/4 listeners are from germany. 
Schottenradio also presents live shows in their studio. 
they receive approximately 50-60 cds promotion cds 
every day.

contact:
Soonwaldstr. 2a
55595 Spall
06706-6049
info@schottenradio.de
http://www.schottenradio.de

CELtiC roCk rADio
celtic rock radio is a brand new audio, video and radio, 
blog that focuses on celtic music.

contact:
daniel hoffmann
bebelstr. 9 
51373 leverkusen
+49 (0)175/489 50 42
http://celtic-rock-radio.de/
nfo@celtic-rock.de
http://celtic-rock-radio.de/

2.3.2 onLinE
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GLoBALSounDS.inFo
globalsounds.info is a blog, that focuses on world music, 
globalbeat, ethno pop, roots music etc.  

the blog is a iniative of the swiss music journalist Jodok 
W. kobelt. he does his research through radio programs, 
articles, the internet and a lot of travelling. 

globalsounds.info wird constantly develops and grows. 

contact:
globalsounds.info – die geschäftsadresse
Jodok W. kobelt
elisabethenstrasse 22
ch-3014 bern
Switzerland
info@globalsounds.info
www.weltmusikradio.de

WELtMuSik.rADio 
Weltmusik.radio is an online website for folk and world 
music fans.

it shows the multicultural and musical varieties from 
different angles, and has an open ear for the medium 
radio. weltmusik.radio features concerts, festivals, books, 
music and links to radio stations.

contact:
andreas pawelz
l.-g.-Wells-Straße 5
d-14163 berlin
+49 (0)30/80904467
info@weltmusikradio.de
http://www.weltmusikradio.de/
info@weltmusikradio.de
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MDr  
Figaro

3 hour program about folk music
http://www.mdr.de/mdr-figaro/musik/artikel55066.html

nDr 
radio globo 

1hour program that focuses on music around the globe
http://www.ndr.de/info/programm/musik/nachtclub/
nachtclubradiogloboindex2.html

rBB 
muSik der kontinenteti

1 hour program twice a week, with music from around the 
world 
http://www.kulturradio.de/programm/schema/
sendungen/musik_der_kontinente.html

BAyriSChEr runDFunk 
muSik der Welt

1 hour program twice a week that features music around 
the world
http://www.br.de/radio/br-klassik/sendungen/musik-
der-welt/index.html

FunkhAuS EuroPA 
global SoundS radio
several radio programs for diffrent world music genre

http://www.funkhauseuropa.de/sendungen/abisz/

SWr 2 
muSik der Welt

weekly one hour program features diffrent music and 
regions around the world
http://www.swr.de/swr2/programm/sendungen/musik-
der-welt/-/id=659472/1j4m7tj/

DEutSChLAnDrADio kuLtur 
tonart - eine Welt muSik

tonart Weltmusik is a weekly broadcasting on 
deutschlandradio kultur about worldmusic and global 
grooves
www.dradio.de/dkultur

2.3.3 rADio
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hEAvEn AnD EArth
Started in 1997 by birgit ellinghaus and reinhard cone 
and reflects the philosophy and the sounds of artists 
promoted by alba kultur management and booking 
agency.

contact:
alba kultur
owner: birgit ellinghaus
Zwirner Str. 26, d - 50678 cologne
 +49 (0)221/813211
info@albakultur.de

WEStPArk MuSiC

label, production- and publishing company, founded 
1987, based in cologne, germany. owned and managed 
by ulli hetscher. - releases are cds, dVds, sheet music 
and biographies, mainly concentrating on music from 
north of latitude 40, folk, folk-rock, ethno, celtic, fusion, 
ambient, electronic, progressive and jazz-orientated 
music. distribution and promotion in all major territories.

contact: 
rathenauplatz 4 
50674 cologne / köln 
+49 221/247644
westpark@music@koeln.de
http://www.westparkmusic.de/index_fl.html

there are no labels that just focus 
on Scottish music in Germany. 
World music labels sometimes 
release celtic music as well as a 
few booking agencies or individual 
people bring out a CD of the bands 
they like.
most of the expert believe, that it is not really necessary 
to release on a german label or label in general. 
according to birgit ellinghaus, of alba kultur, especially 
the celtic scene relies on live music and usually sells 
records at the live shows. 

it is much more important to have a good online presence 
and a german agent, in order to build a fanbase through 
touring and playing at festivals. 

BLACk ForESt MuSiC
black Forest music is a german label and music 
publisher specializing in the international licensing of 
pop creations and music of the mystic / celtic / healing - 
genre.

 the company was founded in 1998 by rasmus 
muttscheller.

contact:
black Forest music
rasmus muttscheller
obere Vorstadt 72
71063 Sindelfingen
mail: rasmus@blackforestmusic.com
 +49 (0)7031-382023

2.4 labels
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Who are the important players in 
the German folk market?
the folk scene in germany is generally very small, with 
the key players often having long developed relationships.
it is a scene of individuals, often semi-non professionals 
that love the music and do this work alongside their 
normal day job. in the german folk scene there are hardly 
any big companies involved. magnetic music and music 
contact are the most important booking agents, Folker is 
the most important media outlet and tFF rudolfstadt the 
biggest festival for the scene.

What are the opportunities in 
Germany for Scottish artists/
music?
germany is still a very stable music market and 
the economy is doing well, in comparison to other 
european countries. even though the clubs can feel the 
demographic change and change in interest, germany 
offers bands great opportunities for touring due to the 
many festivals and the lively club scene. germans are 
very open minded and generally like celtic music.

the lack of companies and the small network of 
professionals that work in the scene, make it difficult 
for newcomers to find a way into it. every club, festival, 
promoter and the media receive tons of cds and promo 
material of new bands. For a band it is important to stand 
out to attract attention. good music is the first step, a 
professional online presence, good video footage and a 
well produced demo tape or cd the second and almost as 
important. 

gigs at the several festivals are a good entry point into the 
german market. as the scene is really small impressive 
festival appearances will spread the word very fast and 
attract attention from booking agents and the media. 

What could be the right actions
the success of irish music in germany has shown that 
with the right strategy, a great deal of interest can be 
generated for celtic music. the process of constant 
growth of celtic festivals in germany shows that the 
interest in this music is there, it must only be sold and 
transmitted correctly. the scene should be open to 
young people , and become available at festivals and via 
special activities that make the music come alive. in this 
direction, much is being done, almost all festivals have  
framework programs , ranging from dance and theater, 
instruments , food and typical drinks etc.

the old folk music scene is dying out , that may shake 
some old players, but it is also a chance to acquaint the 
younger people with new strategies.  new opportunities 
developed through new media such as online radio , 
online magazines and blogs dedicated to this scene.

the FolloWing actionS Were recommended by 

expertS: 

•	 concentrated touring, with accompanying marketing 
activities

•	 a Scottish Folk night existed over a few years till the 
beginning of 2000 in germany. it was discontinued 
due to a decreasing audience. So far, no one has 
started a new Scottish folk night, as there are 
already a few folk tours like irish folk festival, irish 
heartbeat, irish spring tour. the market Seems 
covered.

•	 Scottish focus at festivals, such as rudolfstadt 

•	 tour support for Scottish artists

3. conclusIon
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ShAin ShAPiro 
managing director
Shain Shapiro has worked in the music industry for 
over fifteen years, including the past four as the uk and 
european representative of the canadian independent 
music association. during this time, he negotiated 
over 600 business deals for over 300 bands, helping 
develop the canadian blast brand in the uk and europe. 
he is also finishing his phd at birkbeck, university of 
london, analysing popular music and public funding. he 
lectures at four universities in three countries, has also 
coordinated and moderated panels on funding, state 
involvement in popular music and export development at 
SxSW, Womex, liverpool Soundcity, eurosonic, canadian 
music Week and 10 others and consults with a number of 
cultural organisations, including the eu, doa doa uganda, 
arts council england and prS For music Foundation. 
through this, he sits on the external reference group for 
the momentum music Fund. he lives in dalston, london 
and writes a blog about cultural funding here.

kAtJA hErMES 
director, german oFFice
katja hermes has been working in the music business 
for more than 8 years. She has worked in various 
fields in the industry including at proton booking & 
management, mutek Festival, popkomm and ableton. 
after she had finished her diploma in tourism, economics 
and anthropology she became the project manager at 
initiative musik, the german music funding organization. 
responsible for export projects, she worked on the 
implementation of the german “Short tour Support”, and 
created projects like a press trip to and through germany 
for the Foreign ministry. She also organized the german 
presentation at SxSW for 4 years for the german ministry 
of economics and technology and various showcases at 
international festivals, such as reeperbahn Festival or 
midem. katja lives in neukölln, berlin and designs and 
produces clothes and furniture in her spare time.

JorDi Puy 
director, barcelona oFFice
Jordi puy has more than fifteen years of experience in 
the cultural management arena. For four years, Jordi 
directed the catalan arts export office in the uk and 
ireland, working on the creation and implementation 
of music and arts export strategies for the catalan 
government. in april 2011 he moved back to his 
hometown, barcelona, and started working for the 
international music festivals Sonarpro and mercat 
de musica Viva de Vic as an international business 
development consultant, as well as for international 
clients such as music export norway, the canadian 
independent music association and phonofile. Jordi also 
participated as a guest lecturer and contents consultant 
for arts management and music export strategy courses 
at the universidad de antioquia in medellín, colombia. 
he holds degrees from barcelona university (law), 
Stockholm university (ip law) and birkbeck university in 
london (arts management).
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